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PREFACE. 


Dumm the whole of my father's administration he 
carried on a constant correspondence on public affairs 
with the King. Nothing of importance was done by 
the Government without being fully explained to His 
Majesty in the letters addressed to him by his Minister; 
while in those written by the King, or by his order, 
his opinions on the various questions brought under his 
notice, and the objections he sometimes felt to the ad- 
vice offered to him, were stated without reserve. These 
objections again were met, and the policy of his con- 
fidential servants was defended when necessary, in the 
answers returned to him. This correspondence is now 
in my possesdon, and having applied for, and obtained, 
Her Majesty’s gracious permission for that purpose, I 
have determined to publish so much of it as took 
pl&e between my fiither’s accession to office on the 
22nd of November, 1830, and the passing of the 
Seform Act in the be^ning of June, 1832. My 
principal object in doing so is to make the difficulties 
of the memorable struggle by which that great measure 
was carried, better understood than they have been. 
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None of the accounts of this struggle hitherto published 
can, I think, be regarded as sads&ctory. Many of them 
are disfigured by misstatements, and misrepresenta- 
tions arising from prejudice and pasaon on one side or 
the other; and even those ■which are ■written ■with com- 
mendable fiiimess are not free from smous errors, into 
■ which the authors have been betrayed by the want of 
sufficiently full and trustworthy information. In the 
interest of historical truth it is desirable, that the 
authentic record of the opinions and feelings of two 
of the principal actors in these remarkable transactions, 
furnished by thrir o^wn letters ■written at die time, 
should be accesrible to future historians. And this is 
also due to the memory of the late King and of my 
father, as the conduct {md motives of both have been 
the subject of no little misrepresentation, which the 
light thrown upon them by these letters will help to 
^ dispel. With regard to my ffither, all that it becomes 
me to say is, that none who knew' him can doubt that 
his letters only describe bis real feelings in expressing 
so constantly, and so strongly, his sense of the respon- 
ability imposed upon him by the post he held, his con- 
viction that a Beform in the House of Commons was 
absolutely necessary for the wel&re and even for the 
safety of the nation ; and that it was, therefore, Ids 
duty to omit no mrertion, and to shrink firom no sacrifice 
in order to effect it ; while he considered it no less his 
duty to preserve* the fundamental prindples and the 
character of our Constitution untouched in any amend- 
ments of it he might help to introduce. These feelings 
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find ophtions, together with a very strong attachment 
to the King and devotion to his service, axe to be traced 
in all his letters, and never ceased to guide his con- 
duct through all the difficulties'' with which he had to 
contend. 

As to the King, I think no impartial reader of hb 
correspondence can &il to form from it a higher esti- 
mate of his character than that which is commonly re- 
ceived. Sis earnest desire fo do what he believed to 
be his duly, his readiness to listen to those in whom he 
placed confidence,* and to consider their arguments 
even when most opposed to the opinions of his early 
life, are constantly shown in his letters. His deter- 
mination never to allow his personal convenience or 
predile^ions to stand in the way of any arrangements 
propos^ by his Ministers ; — ^his comdderation for them, 
and de^ to spare than unnecessary labour, and to 
fiiciUtate the performance of their duties;—- his ditin- 
terestedness as shown by hb refiisal to make use of 
a sum of money to which he thought (though as it 
proved without reason) that hb right might be doubt- 
ful, f and by the maimer in which he acquiesced in the 
somewhat ungradous refusal of an outfit to the 
Queen, I are also most honourable to him. Even upon 
silch matters as the apprehended interference of the 
House of Commons with req)cct to the Duchy of 
Lancaster, the attempt to take away ezbting Hendons, 
and the reduction of the salaries charged on the CSvil 

* See Sir H. Taylor’s letter, No. 70. 
t See letters, Nos. 46 and 48, t Nos. 66 and 67. 
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list, though he e:q>reesed himself very strong^, it 
will be seen that his anxiety Was mever for his personal 
interests, but for tlm dignity and authority of the 
Grown. For maintaining th^ he considered himself 
responsible not only to. his successors, but also to the 
nation, justly, b<$linving the nation to ^ deeply con- 
cerned in not allowing^ the position of the Sovereign 
to be lowered. Above all, his perfect honesty and 
truthfulness, and the seijse he uniformly showed of 
its bdng his duty as a Gcmstitutional King to give his 
unreserved sup^rt .to his Ministers so long as th^ 
continued in his service, yet without ever becoming a 
pardzan, are worthy of all admiration, especially when 
it is remembered that, before his accession to the throne, 
this duty had been by no means distinctly rect^nized 
even in principle, and had often been very opemy dis- 
r^rded .in practice. His determination to give his 
full support to his Ministers - did not however, as it 
will be seen, prevent him firom pointing out to them 
any objections to which he thought the measures th^ 
recommmided to him.were open, nor from exerdting his 
judgment as to acc^ting their advice. The letters 
supply abundant evidence of the conscientious industry 
with which he mrurt: have laboured to make himself 
master of the puldic questions of the day, so as to 
be abl» efficiently to perform in this reiq>ect his duty 
as Soverdgn. . ' 

And contidering what were the ideas and opinions 
which his education, his early years passed in the 
court of George the Third, and his whole subsequent 
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life, were calculated to form, it ia matter just sur- 
prise that he riiould have be^ found so equal to the 
arduous duties of BdyUlty in the v^ ^fficult limes 
in which he wm called upoh'^to und^lake them ; that 
so mudi good sense should be display^ in his remarks 
upon public afibitS; and' that 'hb'shotdd/ao generally 
have been right in his final judgment upon the 
practical quesGons he was required tor decide. Even 
upon the great question on which h‘e difiered from his 
Ministers, and which led to thdr rerigiia1ion,'-r^e pro- 
posed creation of Peers after the defeat of the Govern- 
ment in the House of Lords on Lord Lyndhurst’s 
motion in May, 1832, — ^there seems to me to be no just 
ground for the censure often thrown upon the King. 
A very large creation of Peers for the purpose of 
carrying the Beform Bill would have been so great an 
evil, even in the judgment of those who advi^ it, 
that nothing but the dread of still greater evils Would 
have induced them to propose it. It was natural, 
therefore, that the King should have dmmk from taking 
such a stq>,and should have thought it better to throw 
upon the Opponents of Beform the responsibility of 
endeavouring to fmm a new Administration to catty 
on the government of the country, in the drcnmstanc^ 
created by thmr 'victory in the House of Lords. New 
can it be doubted that the result of the Elng’s dedaiem 
proved that it 'was &r the best for the ftition that he 
could have adbpted. If he had accepted the advice his 
Ministers were compeHed to offer him, even the hu^ 
creation of Peers they c<mtemplated might have bemi 
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iosoffident to enable tibem to cfory tbe Bill satisfac- 
torily through the Comnuttee. And it would certainly 
have provoked a bitter and determined Nsistance in 
all the &rther stages of the Bill, not only from those 
who had all along been its imcompromising enemies, 
but also from those who, with Lords Harrowby and 
Whamcliffe, had voted for its second reading, though 
they had opposed the former measure. * The powerful 
party of the Opposition thus re-united, and not impro- 
bably reinforced by some of those who had hitherto 
voted for Beform, but who would have been alienated 
by the violence of the means taken to coerce the House 
of Lords, would have obstinately fought every detail 
of the Bill in Committee. To overcome this resistance, 
the Government might have been driven to a further 
creation of Peers. But even this expedient, destructive 
as it would have been to the character of the House of 
Lords and the balance of the Constitution, would have 
been of little avail to cut short a struggle which might 
have been almost indefinitely prolonged, and which 
would have excited such fierce passions both in the 
House and out of doors, that it is impossible to con- 
jecture to what acts of even revolutionary violence 
they might have led. 

All these dangers and evils, which might probably 
have ensued from His Majesty’s adopting the advice 
offered to hint, were avoided by the rignal fulure of 
the Opposition to form an Administration, when the 
opportunity of doing so had thus been ^ven to them, 
owing to the overwhelming expression of indignation 
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which the -attempt called forth, both in the House -of 
Commons and in the country. A conviction (which 
probaUy nothing else would have produced) was thus 
forced upon them of the absolute necessity for thmr 
acquiescing in the passing of the measure. 

In addition to the interests of historical truth, and to 
the object of doing justice to the late King and to my 
father, another reason for the publication of these let- 
ters is to be found in the circumstances of the present 
time. Parliament has now again to consider what was 
so justly called, in 1831, ‘ the perilous question of Ee- 
form.’ It will not, therefore, be without advantage, that 
the arduous nature of the conflict by which Beform was 
then achieved, should be recalled to the minds of those 
who are old enough to remember it, and should be 
brought clearly under the notice of those who are too 
young to have a personal recollection of it, by a corre- 
spondence in which it is so vividly described. The events 
of those days are full of instruction for the present 
time. We may learn from' them, on the one hand, that 
an absolute reristance to political changes, when the 
state of opinion and of the country reqmres them, is 
full of danger ; and tends not to prevent changes from 
being accomplished, but to render it imposrible that 
they should be as well conridered, and as carefully 
firamed, as they ought to be. On the other hand we may 
also leom, that when a change in the Constitution has to 
be carried, in spite of the determined resistance of the 
strongest party among the actual holders of political 
power, by the force of popular excitement, this force. 
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wh^ once called into full action, is' indeed irresistible, 
bat is most dangerous &om its bdng so difficult to con- 
trol or direct. Hence both men of Conservative opinions 
and those who de«re Beform, but detire also that the 
prindples of our Constitution should be maintuned, and 
that the country should not be exposed to the fearful risk 
of revolutionary violence, ought equally to draw from 
the experience of 1831-2 the conclusion, that it is their 
duty and their interest to endeavour to prevent Parlia- 
mentary Beform from again becoming the subject of a 
fierce party strife. And this is only likely to be ac- 
complished by dealing with the question in a spirit of 
conciliation and mutual concession, with the view of 
carrying such amendments of our Constitution as may 
be foimd, after dispassionate deliberation, to be best 
calculated to promote not party objects, or the grati- 
fication of popular passions, but the true welfare of the 
nation at large. 

Such are the reasons which have led me to resdve 
on publishing these letters, believing that, after the lapse 
of sbr-and-thirty years tince the earliest of them were 
written, there is no valid objection to their being given 
to the world. It may be proper for me to add isome 
fiirther explanation with regard to the letters them- 
sdves, and to the manner in which they have been 
pr^ared for publication. Very few of the King’s letters 
(only two or three short ones in the whole collection) 
are in his own handwriting. This mrose from the diffi- 
culty he had in writing, owing to a rheumatic affection 
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m his hand.* His Mi^estT’s letters w&ce geaetally 
mitten for him, from his verbal instructions, by his 
private seo^tary, Sir H. Taylor, and he. ogned them 
after they had been read over to him and improved. A 
laxge.proportion of the letters, however, it will be ob- 
served, were addressed to or written by Sir H. Taylor ; 
but these letters are in foot no less a part of the corre- 
spondence between the King and my fother than those 
which are so in form as wdl as in substance. 

My fother’s letters, whidi were intended for the 
Eingf s information, were often addressed to Sir Herbert 
Taylor, because they could be written in less time and 
with somewhat greater freedom than when the formal 
style had to be used, which was invariably adopted by 
. his confidential servants in writing to the King himself. 
These letters (as Sir Herbert mentions more than once) 
were always shown to the King : in answering them 
the same form was naturally adopted, and Sir Herbert 
wrote in his own name ; but, eze^t in a very few 
instances in which he distinctly mentions that he is 
speaking for himsdf, and without authority, his letters 
professed to convey the King’s views and opinions; 
nor can there be any doubt of their having done so cor- 
rectly, from the complete identity his Ministers always 
found between those stated in Sir H. Taylor’s letters on 
behalf of the King, and those expressed verbally by 
His Mfyesty himself, in the frequent audiences in which 
he was accustomed to discuss public affiurs with them, 

* See Sir H. Taylor’s letter of January 28rd, 18S1, No. 87, roL L p. 78. 
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isters must have (^v<aii lionre u^tsnce than was light to 
Ss Majesty’s private secretary; and, nndoiditedfy, it 
might have been attended vrith mudi inconvenieaioe, if 
the post had been held by a person capable of abusing 
the great trust reposed in him. But Sir H. Taylor stands 
&r above any such suspicion ; and though it is scarcely 
possible that so able a man could perform the duties 
confided to him without exercising some infiuence over 
the mind of the King, it was my father’s conviction 
that this infiuence was only used for the purpose of al- 
laying the feelings of irritation created at times in His ^ 
Majesty’s mind, and of smoothing any difiiculties that 
arose between him and his Ministers. I have often 
heard my &ther express his admiration of the manner 
in which Sir H. Taylor acquitted himself of the very 
difficult and delicate duties of his dtuation, and say that 
if the office of Private Secretary to the King had been 
held by a less honoiurable and high-minded man, the 
difficulty of carrying on the government would Jrave 
been very greatly increased. 

Perhaps Sir Herbert Taylor was too fond of writing, 
and thus added inconveniently to the labour imposed 
upon my father by bis ofilce. The necesaty of return- 
ing firll replies to the long lett^ so constantly addressed 
to him, of which, on some occacdons, two and even 
three were received in a sin^ day, was a very serious 



PREFACE. 


jcr 


mcraaBe lor ijieJsuxdim 
.whidi im8ii!«^ii|||^i«iia^.in^i^ 

Bated by tbe .oppelrtii^<y bia* oeRespoodead^iiitte Aa 
Emg affrKded, oi taetHh^ objections to thoocmdud of 
tbe Govenunent wMcb bad arisoi intHia Majesty’s mind, 
or been suggested to bim by othms, before drey bad 
become too deeply rooted to be removed. This was 
the more important, because thmre .were perscm^ having 
access to the iOng, who were eager to avail themsdves 
of every opportunity of endeavouring to injure his 
Ministers in his opinion, and there was always a danger 
that such attempts might succeed, though it wiQ be seen 
in the correi^ndence, that His Majesty cheeked them 
as far as he could. 

My Other’s own letters were almost invariably written 
without any draft or rough copy, generally in great 
haste, frequently amidst constant interruptions; some 
of not the least important were written by*him from 
the room where Cabinets had been held, before hia col' 
leagues had left him, in order that they might be shown ' 
to them before being sent. The Cabinet Mnutes were 
generally written in the same manner, the originals in 
his own handwriting being usually sent to the Elng, 
and copies made for himself by his private secretary. 

In preparing this correspondence for publication, I 
have omitted as many as I could of the letters of wluch 
the interest seems to have passed away. But, perhaps, 
the omissions on this ^und are fewmr than might have 
been derirable, fi'om my having often found it difficult 
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light on tho ipeLaticniii e»riiH >i ng 
hialfimster^ IhAve ahpomitieiliQe^^ 
or parts of tattera, in wUch the OQKbd^ 
individual8»0r iheir oli&i^ the fevow of the Crown 
are disQUssed, because in such discuaskuis there wa 
necessarily much that would give pain to the person 
referred to, or to their surviving fidends and relations 
Almost the only exception I have made from this rule 
is in the case of the letters relating to the grant of Lore 
de Saumarez’s peerage. These I have not omitted, be- 
cause I think they are honourable to the King and tc 
his Minister, and contain nothing to wound the feelings 
of the family of Lord de Saumarez. The King, in the 
first instance, refused to allow this peerage to he 
granted, not firom personal dislike to the offioer recGm-- 
mended to him, but because he erroneously believed 
that Sir J. Saumarez had, on an important occasion, so 
failed in the performance of his professional duty, as to 
make it improper that this honour should be conferred 
upon him. ''My &ther thought it his duty, in justice to 
a distinguished officer, to combat this opinion of the 
King’s, which he did much more strongly in conversa- 
tion than in writing. At length, though with much 
difficulty, he succeeded in convincing His Majesty that 
he had been mistaken, when the King at once wi&drew 
his refusal, which had been most acutely felt by Sir 
James Saumarez as a slur on the high character he so 
justly bore in the Navy. 
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right, on this ground^' t6 btiSSi eveii ieve^'ri^^ 
the {)ublic, bis distmguished from piivkte, conduct 
of those who took an active part in political affairs at 
the time. To have done so would have destroyed much 
of the value of the"correspou,deuce,. especially as a 
record of the motives and considerations which deter- 
mined the measures of the Ministers. .And though, in 
some of his letters, my father used strong language, 
and, perhaps, may have occasionally taken a more un- 
favourable view of the conduct of his political opponents 
than he might have adopted, when looking back, at it, 
after the heat of the struggle was over, every candid 
reader will make allowance for warmth of expression 
in letters written in a time of so much excitement, and 
with so little leisure for weighing the force of the words 
he used, I may be permitted to add, that while I be- 
lieve so severe a political contest was never carried on, 
without some things being said and done by all the 
prominent actors in it, which, upon reflection, they must 
have regretted, much less allowance is required on this 
score 4>r any undue severity in my father’s^ judgment 
of his political opponents, than for the conduct on their 
part that provoked his censure. 

I have also thought that it would not be right for me 
to omit expressions of opinion, on the part either of 
the King or my father, whidi may possibly jar on the 
minds of many readers of the present day. Such 
omissions would be inconsistent with historical truth ; 
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nor do I think that a full and fair record of their 
opinions and feelings as expressed by themselves at 
the time, can be otherwise than honourable to both 
William IV. and his Minister in the eyes of- all candid 
judges, notwithstanding the great change which has 
since taken place in the ideas commonly accepted in 
the world on many political questions. 

Besides the omissions I have considered it advisable 
to make in printing this correspondence, there are 
a good many occasioned by some letters not having 
been copied, or the copies having been lost. Among 
these are the greater part of the letters written by my 
father to the King to inform him of the proceedings of 
the House of Lords. After every debate of importance, 
however late he might get home, or however much he 
might be fatigued, my father never omitted writing to 
the King an account of what had taken place, before 
going to bed. But his private secretary was rarely in 
attendance when he returned from the House of Lords, 
and he did not usually think it necessary to have letters 
of this kind sent back to him to be copied, so that they 
have not in general been preserved. A few letter's 
are also missing, which from the importance .of the 
matters they relate to must certainly have been copied, 
though no cojries of them are now to be found. I 
have pointed out one or two cases of this kind in notes. 
I have, however, avoided adding more notes than I have 
considered indispensable, being anxious that the writers 
of the letters should speak for themselves without com- 
ment from myself. The notes I have given are therefore 
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strictly confined to statements of fact which have seemed 
to me to be wanted for a clear understanding of the 
correspondence. I have even abstained from calling 
attention to thdse cases in which these letters, if care- 
fully read, supply a decisive contradiction of erroneous 
statements which have been confidently put forth, as to 
what happened on some important occasions. 

Letters written in the manner I have described those 
of my father to have been (and though with somewhat 
less force the remark applies to those of the King and 
Sir IT. Taylor, which were also often written in haste), 
cannot be expected to be free from obscurities and 
inaccuracies of expression which would no doubt have 
been corrected had the letters been revised by the 
writers ; but I have not thought myself at liberty to 
make even the slightest correction, except in cases 
where the mistake is quite obviously a mere slip of 
the pen. 

I have only to add that I have confined this publica- 
tion to the letters written from the time of my father’s 
accession to office till just after the passing of the 
Eeform Act. I find no correspondence of the slightest 
conse(j\ience between my father and the King in the 
few days which intervened between the resignation of 
the former Ministers and the completion of the new 
Administration. This, I believe, is to be accounted for 
by the fact, that almost all my father’s communications 
with the King respecting the proposed arrangements 
were made verbally : if any letters were written on the 
subject, they must have been lost or destroyed. I have 
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not continued the publication beyond the giving of the 
Eoyal Assent to the English Reform Bill, except by 
the insertion of two or three letters which, though later 
in date, belong to the preceding discussions, partly be- 
cause it was unnecessary to go further for my object of 
throwing light on the struggle for Reform, partly be- 
cause it might not as yet be quite convenient to publish 
the correspondence that took place on some of the 
questions that arose in the two last years of my father’s 
administration, after the subject of Reform had been 
disposed of. I have included in this collection all the 
letters written in the period it embraces, except those 
omitted for the reasons I have mentioned, because the 
struggle for Reform was much affected by the discus- 
sions on other public questions which arose during its 
progress. 

Grey. 


UowiCK : December ^ 1800, 
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CORRESPONDENCE OF EARL GREY 

WITH 

KING WILLIAM IV. 


No. 1. 

Earl Grey to the King. 

Berkeley Square, Nov. 23, 1830. 

Earl Gret has the honour of submitting to your 
Majesty the minutes of a Cabinet, held last night at 
Earl Grey’s house. Your -Majesty’s servants are to 
meet again to-day, at three o’clock, to take into further 
consideration the mode of executing the measures re- 
solved itpon, as stated in the above minute^ upon 
which Earl Grey hopes to be able further to inform 
your Majesty when he has the honour of waiting on 
your Majesty, in obedience to your Majesty’s com- 
mands, to-day, at four o’clock. All which is most 
humbly submitted by Yottr Majesty’s most dutiful 
subject and servant, 


YOL. I. 


Grey. 
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CORRESPONDENCE OF EARL GREY [Nov. 23 


(Enclosure.) 
PRESENT : 


The Lord Chancellor. 

The Lord President. 

The Lord Privy Seal. 

Tlie Duke of Richmond. 
Tho Earl of Carlisle. 

Earl Grey. 

The Viscount Melbourne, 


The Viscount Palmerston. 
The Viscount Goderich. 
The Viscount Althorp. 
The Lord Holland. 

Sir James Grah.am. 

The Ris^ht Hon. C. Grant. 


1. A Proclamation to be issued to warn all persons 
engaged in illegal acts, of the danger of tLc*ir pro- 
ceedings, and of the determination of the Governnient 
to exert all their powers to suppress unlawful assembli(*8 
and acts (f£ outrage. To exhort the Magistrates and 
others to use the utmost vigour in the execution of 
their duties, and to offer a reward for the detection of 
all offenders. 

2. To address a Circular Letter to all Lords-Lieu- 
tenants to use the utmost diligence and vigour in 
assembling the civil power, and iinmediately directing 
it to the suppression of* all acts of violence ; and 
suggesting to all Lords-Licutenants who, from any 
circumstances, arc unable personally to use the 
exertions required in such an emergency, to appoint 
Vicc-IAeutenants .to repair to the disturbed parts of 
their respective counties, and to exercise the powers 
of Lords-Lieutenants, for the purposes above stated. 

3. In the foregoing, to be enclosed the form of a 
circular to be addressed to the Magistrates to exhort 
them to act with vigour, to inform them of the powers 
vested in them for this pui'pose, and the security aflbrded 
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them by the law in the exercise of these powersi; 
warning them at the same time that any romissness in 
the discharge of their duty will incur Ilis Majesty’s 
severest displeasure. To enclose in this circular the 
plan adopted by the Duke of Ilichmond in Sussex, with 
an account of the success attending its execution. 

4. To communicate with the Commander-in-Chief 
for the purpose of sending officers into the ' disturbed 
parts of the country, to communicate with the Magis- 
trates, and to form plans for the distribution and 
exertion, both of the civil and military power. 

5. To inquire at Chelsea Hospital respecting the 
number and residence of discharged soldiers receiving 
pensions, with a view to forming them into bodies for 
the protection of the public peace. To consult with 
the Commander-iii-Chief on this point. 

G. To direct all the depositions whicli have been 
received either at tlie Home Office, or by the Solicitor 
to the Treasury, to be laid before His Majesty’s Law 
Officers, requiring them to take the same into their 
immediate consideration, and to report their opinion 
thereon as to the expediency of instituting prosecutions 
in any cases on which there may be proof sufficient to 
obtain convictions. 


No. 2. 

The King to Earl Grey, 

St. James s, Nov. 23, 1830. 

The King acknowledges the receipt of Earl Grey’s 
note of this day, and the accompanying minute of a 
Cabinet held last night. 
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His Majesty approves in general of all that is therein 
submitted for his consideration, sensible as he is that 
the present state of the coimtry imperiously calls for 
every possible demonstration of firmness in the reso- 
lution of his Government, for the utmost vigour and 
energy in its measures, and for promptness and decision 
in the execution of these measures. Tlicre is one point 
only, that contained in Art. 5 of the minute, on which 
His Majesty considers it necessary to observe more 
particularly. His Majesty has reason to believe that 
what Ls tlierein suggested, has, at various times, engaged 
the attention of bis late Government, that the necessary 
information will prove to have been collected, and 
arrangements to have been proposed by Sir Henry 
Ilardinge, and possibly to a certain extent carried into 
efiect in Ireland, upon a principle more or less appli- 
cable to the state and circumstances of this country. Tlic 
■ King conceives that great discrimination will be neces- 
sary in assembling for the preservation of the public 
peace, otherwise than in military bodies subject to 
military discipline, men whose habits may, unless 
brought under dose control and restriction, be con- 
sidered little calculated to promote the object witli a 
view to which it is proposed to assemble them. At any 
rate it appears to His Majesty, that military officers 
should be sent to the points at which they niay be 
assembled in counties or districts, to inspect them before 
they are formed into bodies ; and to ascertain whether 
their physical and moral qualifications shall justify 
their being employed as protectors of the public peace. 

Another point upon which the King had spoken to 
Sir Bobert Peel, is the occasional augmentation, for any 
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particular emergency, of the metropolitan police ; and 
the expedient which suggested itself, appeared to His 
Majesty a very simple one. Namely, that the men con-’ 
stituting the permanent police should each be required 
to give in the names of one or more residents within 
their respective districts, efficient men of good charac- 
ter, and well affected, for whom they would be respon- 
sible, and whose names should be enrolled as assistants 
or subsidiary policemen, to be brought by them to the 
station of assembly, when required, upon which occa- 
sion they should be sworn in as special constables, and 
should receive pay while so employed. The King 
suggests these as general ideas for the consideration 
of Lord Grey, but does not consider it necessary to 
enter into further details. William E. 


No. 3. 

The King to Earl Grey, 

St. James’s, Not, 26, 1630. 

The King acknowledges the receipt of Lord Grey’s 
letter, and will be glad to receive him at three this day, 
or at any other hour that may suit him. His Majesty 
indeed Wishes it to be clearly understood by Lord Grey 
and the other members of his Government, that he will 
never suffer any engagement or his convenience to 
interfere with the attention which His Majesty con- 
siders to be due to public business. Ilis Majesty has 
learnt with satisfaction, that Mr. Chas. Wyime has ac- 
cepted the office of Secretary at War. 


William E. 
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No. 4. 

The King to Earl Grey. 

St. James’s, Nov. 27, 1830. 

The King, aware as he is of the difficulties which 
liave arisen with respect to the appointment of a Master- 
General of the Ordnance,* is induced to communicate 
to Earl Grey, for his consideration, what has occurred 
to him upon the subject. However averse I£is Majesty 
has ever been, upon principle, to the idea of breaking 
up an old established public department of consider- 
able extent and importance, and wliich lias been 
conducted witli great ability and respectability, and 
with acknowledged efficiency in its various branches; 
much as His Majesty dislikes evpii the appearance of 
yielding to clamours for reform, which have often been, 
and may still be, urged by individuals who, in their 
eagerness for reductions, do not take the trouble of 
making any distinction between that Avliich is useful 
and necessary, and that which is wasteful and super- 
iluous, or who may be altogether incapable of forming 
a correct judgment upon the subject, — the King is not 
less alive to the objection of maintaining a liigh and 
important establishment upon a footing inconsistent 
with the character so long attached to it. Yet, such 
would be the effect of placing at the head of the 
Ordnance Department any individual of rank in the 

• Tlio armiif^omont originally proposed to tlio Kin", and npprovod by 
him, was that tin* Dulco of lUclmiond should be Master-General; but 
thi=i Rp])ointinont did not take place, owing to an objection made to it by 
the Connnander-iii-Chit;f, o]i the ground of the Duke’s rmik in the army 
not being suflicionily h'gli. 
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service, or station in the country, inferior to those 
who have hitherto presided over it, or of placing 
the military parts of it in hands not of the military 
profession. Under these circumstances. His Majesty 
would not feel disinclined to sanction an arrange- 
ment which has been frequently suggested, and which 
he has reason to believe would be by no means 
unpalatable to the corps of Eoyal Artillery and Eoyal 
Engineers. Namely, to place these corps and the 
inillitary arrangements of the Ordnance Department 
under the Comma nder-in-Chief, with a Major-General 
of each corps on the staff, through whom the details of 
the service should be carried on, and who would report 
to, and receive their orders and instructions from, the 
Commander-in-Chief. The Barrack Department to be 
placed under the superintendence of the Quartermaster- 
General, subject also to the control of the Commander- 
iU“Chief. The accounts of the military branches to be 
thrown into tlie War Office. The Civil Departments of 
the Ordnance might form a distinct establishment, and 
be regulated by a Board, similar to the Navy Board, 
and might be responsible to the Treasury for their 
expenditure. 

llis Majesty believes that the actual constitution of 
the Ordnance Department, and the division of business 
into civil and military, would facilitate the execution of 
this arrangement. WiLUAM E. 
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No. 6. 

Earl Grey to the King, 

Berkeley Square, Nov. 27, 1830. 

Earl Grey has had tlie honour of^ receiving your 
Majesty’s most gracious letter of this day’s date. lie 
will not fail in his duty to give the most anxious 
attention to the very important suggestions of your 
Majesty, with a view to a new regulation of the Ord- 
nance Department. But he humbly submits to your 
Majesty, that so great and extensive a change would 
require much time for inquiry and consideration, and 
that it might be inconvenient to leave, during the 
interval, so important a brancli of the public service 
under officers who lield their appointments only till 
their successors shall be named. 

Earl Grey tlierefore humbly entreats your Majesty 
to allow him to proceed in his endeavours to fill the 
offices of the Ordnance according to tlie present mode, 
in the hope tliat he may shortly be able to recommend 
to your Majesty some officer of suitable rank and 
character to be at the head of that department, under 
whose care and management any regulations that may 
be found to be more beneficial for its future constitu- 
tion, may be carried into effect. 

All which, &c- Grey. 

No. 6. 

The King to Earl Grey, * 

St. Jameses, Nov. 27 th, 1830. 

The King has this moment received Earl Gr(3y’s 
letter, and docs not delay to assure him that his only 
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motive in suggesting what had occurred to him, was 
to satisfy Earl Grey that he would not object to any 
arrangement of the Ordnance Department which might 
relieve him fr^ a difficulty ; Cut His Majesty has not 
the most distant wish to embarrass him by the com- 
munication of any suggestion, and he is perfectly satisfied 
that Lord Grey’s arrangements will be such as must 
receive his approbation. WiLUAif B. 


No. 7. 

The King to Earl Grey. 

St. James’s Palace, Dec. 1, 1830. 

The King is induced to make this confidential com- 
munication to Earl Grey, as to the head of his Govern- 
ment, and the individual on whom he rests his hopes 
of support, in consequence of some hints thrown out 
by Lord Holland, when His Majesty placed in his 
hands the seals of the Duchy of Lancaster, and of some 
further observations which he made to him yesterday, 
which His Majesty cannot deny to have occasioned to 
him considerable alarm and uneasiness, as threatening 
an invasion of those rights and privileges which he is 
in duty bound to maintain, and to transmit unim- 
paired to his successors. It appeared to' be, in the 
contemplation of Lord Holland, not only to admit of 
the threatened interference by Parliament in the con- 
cerns of the Duchy of Lancaster, but even to promote 
it, and His Majesty cannot but apprehend that the idea 
of submitting them for investigation to a committee 
the House of Commons has been entertained. 
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To such a course His Majesty conceives tliat he 
would be justilied in objecting most strenuously, as 
being inconsistent with, and in violation of the especial 
and hereditary rights Vhich, as Sovereign of this 
countiy , he possesses in the Duchy of ^!jancaster, and 
as tending to lower his dignity and authority, and to 
bring his name into contempt. 

The King hopes he may be mistaken, and that the 
apprehensions raised by Lord Holland’s expressions 
may be groundless, but lest this should not be the case, 
he deems it necessary thus early to notice them to Earl 
Grey, as it is his anxious wish to avoid the possibility 
of any discussion with his Government, which should 
be at variance with his earnest desire to continue to it 
his unqualified countenance and support. Ilis Majesty 
is convinced that Lord Grey will agree with him that 
the value of that supj)ort, more especially in such times 
as the present, will depend in great measure upon the 
estimation in which His Majesty’s character may be 
held in the country, and that nothing is more likely to 
shake it, nothing more calculated to lessen the benefit 
which his Government may derive from it, than any 
act which shall create the impression that His Majesty 
is disposed tamely to submit to invasions of his just 
rights, and to surrender privileges which have not 
hitherto been questioned. 

These are the grounds of his present communication 
to Earl Grey. They are personal as connected with 
the integrity of his possession in the Duchy of Lancaster, 
they are public as affecting his character as Sovereign 
this country, and its influence upon the opinions 
and feelings of liis subjects in these critical times ; and 
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Ilis Majesty is satisfied that Earl Grey will give him 
credit for the importance which he attaches to the 
maintenance of both. 

Earl Grey cannot be surprised that the King should 
view with jealousy any idea of Parliamentary inter- 
ference with the only remaining pittance of an inde- 
pendent possession which has been enjoyed by his 
ancestors during many centuries, as their private and 
independent estate^ and has now, as such, lawfully 
devolved upon him in right of succession. That he 
should feel that any successful attempt to deprive the 
Sovereign of this independent possession will be to 
lower and degrade him into the state and condition of 
absolute and entire dependence, as a pensioner of the 
House of Commons, to place him in the condition of 
an individual violating or surrendering a trust which 
had been held sacred by his ancestors, and which he is 
bound to transmit to his successors. 

The King cannot indeed conceive upon what plea 
such a national invasion of the private rights, and such 
a seizure oiihejnivate estates of the Sovereign could be 
justified. It cannot be founded upon any principle of 
retrenchment, for if such be the object, if it be thought 
fit or becoming to reduce the resources pf the Sovereign 
in a gi*eater degree than has already been effected by 
the surrender of certain allowances, an equivalent 
reduction in the grant of that portion of the Civil List 
revenue which is appropriated to His Majesty’s Privy 
Purse would naturally have occurred to those who may 
wish to curtail the attributes of Eoyalty. 

The King has entrusted the guardianship of this, 
his ancient private estate and inheritance, to one of 
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his confidential servants •who, upon his installation into 
the office of Chancellor of the Duchy, took a solemn 
oath that ‘ all tilings that may serve for the weal and 
profit of the King’s Highness, his heirs and suc- 
cessors ” (that is in relation to the Duchy of Lancaster), 
and for tlie good rule and governance of the said Duchy, 
he would well and truly do and fulfil to his cunning 
and power.* And Ilis Majesty has fair reason to 
expect that a pledge so solemnly taken will be fulfilled, 
and that he will be supported in his assertion of these 
private rights, not only of himself, but of his heirs and 
successors, as they have devolved upon him, separate 
from all other his possessions jure coronce^ and conse- 
quently as his separate personal and private estate, 
vested in His Majesty, by descent from Henry VIL, in 
his body natural^ and not in his body politic as King. 

The King, in his desire to put Earl Grey in full 
possession of the view he takes of this question, has 
been drawn into much greater detail tlian he had 
contemplated. William E. 


Xo. 8. 

Earl Grey to the King. 

Rerkcley Square, Dec. 1, 1830. 

Earl Grey has had the honour of receiving your 
Majesty’s confidential and most gracious communica- 
tion of this day’s date. 

It is with the deepest regret tliat Earl Grey learns 
from your Majesty, that some observations had fallen 
from Lord Holland, on the occasion of receiving from 



1830] 


WITH KING WILLIAM IV. 


13 


your Majesty the seals of the Duchy of -Lancaster, and 
again yesterday, which had occasioned to your Majesty 
considerable alarm and uneasiness, as threatening an 
invasion of those rights and privileges, which your 
Majesty feels yourself in duty bound to maintain and. 
transmit unimpaired to your successors. Earl Grey 
will lose no time in commuuicatiiig with Lord Holland 
on this subject, and humbly requests permission to show 
him your Majesty’s most gracious letter. 

Earl Grey will not allow liimsclf to doubt that a 
satisfactory explanation will be the result of this com- 
munication. Earl Grey, in the meantime, begs leave 
to assure your Majesty, that it has never been in liis 
contemplation to sanction, still less to propose to Par- 
liament, any interference in the concenis of the Duchy 
of Lancaster, nor is he aware that any idea of submitting 
them for investigation to the Committee of the House of 
Commons has been at any time entertained ; and Earl 
Gj’ey can have no hesitation in adding, that any con- 
sideration of the state of your Majesty’s hereditary 
possessions in the Duchy of Lancaster, unless recom- 
mended by your Majesty’s gracious and voluntary 
condesccEsion, would be exposed to all the objections 
which your Majesty has so forcibly stated. 

In conclusion, Earl Grey begs further to assure your 
Majesty, that it will always be his most anxious wish to 
prove himself not undeserving of the confidence with 
which your Majesty has been pleased to honour him, 
as it is also his bounden duty to resist any attempt to 
invade your Majesty’s acknowledged personal rights, 
and to maintain unimpaired the honour of your 
Majesty’s crown. 

All which, &c. 


Grey, 
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No. 0. 

77ie King to Earl Grog. 

St. Jn)nos*8, IW. 1, IK’lO. 

• Tlic King hastens to assure Lord Grey of tlic siiiccMv 
satisfaction Avliich he has derived from the perusal of 
his letter just received.* and that every expression of it 
confirms not less than it justifies the confidence whieli 
His Majesty had reposed in Earl Grey, and his convic- 
tion that he would find in him a steady sup]K)rter of 
the lionour of liis crown, and of Ills Majesty’s acknow- 
ledged personal rights, against any attempts tliat might 
be made to assail them. His Majesty cannot have the 
least objection to Earl Grey’s showing his letter to 
Lord Holland. William K. 


No. 10. 

Sir H. Taylor to Earl Grey. 

St. James’a, Dec. 2, 1S.'»0. 

My dear Lord, — The King has honoured me with liis 
commands to acquaint your Lordship, that in his con- 
versation with you yesterday on tlie subject of-thc C'ivil 
List, His Majesty omitted to remind your Lordsliij) of 
the question of a sum of money for the outfit of the 
Queen. 

I have the honour to enclose for your Lordship’s 
information, the copy of a letter Ilis Majesty ordered 
me to write to the Duke of Wellington on this subject, 
and to add that upon subsequent reference to tlie 
Queen’s Treasurer, the outfit was found to exceed 
25,000/. 

I have, &c. 


H. Taylok. 



1830] 


wrrn kino william iv. 


16 


(Enclosure.) 

Sir Herbert Taylor to the Duke of Wellington. 

St. James’s Palace, Nov. 16, 1830. 

My clear Lord Duke, — ^With reference to what the 
King said to your Grace yesterday, respecting a sum of 
money for the outfit of the Queen, Ilis Majesty has 
this morning directed me to acquaint you, that it dots 
not appear from the inquiry he has been able to make, 
that any sum of money was issued to the late Queen 
Charlotte, or to her Treasurer for that purpose, upon 
her arrival in England ; but that everything had been 
prepared, equipages, horses, liveries, even to her trous- 
seau, and it is presumed at the charge of the public ; 
for if cannot be supposed that King George IH. 
provided for all this out of his privy purse, any more 
than for the purchase of Her Majesty’s jewels, wliich, 
from the directions in her will, appear to have cost 
50,000/. 

The Queen’s outfit in the Stable Department alone 
will amount, as far as I can learn, to nearly 20,000/. 
and if this and the further sum that may be required, 
are to be.jirovided by herself out of the annual income, 
she will start with a heavy debt, and will not be able 
to maintain her estiiblishmcnt on the scale upon which 
it has been formed, -which is not larger than that of the 
late Queen Cliarlotte. His Majesty, therefore, trusts 
that your -Grace will have the goodness to take this 
matter into jmur serious consideration, with a view 
to relieve the Queen from the difficulty in which She 
would be placed, by the omission of au adequate provi- 
sion on the score of outfit. 

I have, &c. 


II. Taylob. 
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No. 11. 

Earl Grey to Sir H, Taylor, 

Berkeley Square, Dec. 3, 1830. 

My dear Sir, — received your letter at too late an 
hour to answer it last night. I beg you will assure 
Ilis Majesty that what he said to me (I believe the 
first time that I had the honour of being admitted to 
his presence) on the subject of an outfit for the Queen, 
had not escaped my observation. It will be my anxious 
desire, in the arrangement of the Civil List, to meet so 
reasonable and so necessary a demand ; and I am not 
without sanguine hopes that I shall be able, with the 
assistance of my colleagues, to provide for it. But I 
will not conceal from you that I have considerable 
difficulties to encounter from the jealousy of the House 
of Commons on this subject, and from its not having 
been adverted to by my predecessors in office. I hope, 
however, that His Majesty will give me credit for a 
most anxious wish on this and on every other occasion, 
to do everything in my power to perfQrm, in the way 
that may be most agreeable to His Majesty, the duty 
which I owe both to him and to Her Majesty the 
Queen. * 

I am much obliged to you for sending me the copy 
of the letter which you wrote, by His Majesty’s com- 
mand, to the Duke of Wellington. Would there be 
any impropriety in my requesting to sec the answer to 
it, if there was one ? 

I am, &c. 


Grey. 



1830] 


WITH KINO WILLIAM IV. 


17 


No. 12. 

/SVr II. Taylor to Earl Grey. 

St. James’s, Dec. 4, 1830. 

My clear Lord, — I have now the honour to send your 
Lordship tlic Puke of Wellington’s answer to my letter 
respec!ting the outfit for the Queen. I was obliged to 
wait the return of my clerk, who had been sent to 
Windsor, and then found that the Queen, to whom the 
King liad given the letter, had not returned it. 

I forgot to mention to your Lordship, that the King 
liad expressed himself perfectly satisfied with your 
letter on tlie subject, and quite sensible of the difficulty 
which may occur. 

I have, &c. II. Taylor. 


(Kncloaurc in No. 12.) 

The Duke of Wellington to Sir Herbert Taylor. 

- London, Nov. 15, 1830. 

My dear General, — The result of my enquiry re- 
specting the outfit for Queen Charlotte has been exactly 
wliat llis Majesty had anticipated. We cannot find 
the trace of any expenditure on this head. However, 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer and I will endeavour, 
if possible, to obtain some money to aid, at least, in 
defraying this expense. 

Believe me, yours most sincerely, 

W. 


VOL. I. 
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No. 13. 


At a Cabinet Council, beld at tlie Foreign Office, 

Docombor 4, 1830. 


PRFSKNT : 


The Lord Chancellor. 
The Lord President-. 
The Lord Privy Seal. 
The Duke of Richmond. 
The Earl of Carlisle. 
The Earl Grey. 


The Viscount Melbourne. 
The Viscount Palmerston. 
The Lord Holland. 

The Lord Goderich, 

The Right Hon. C. Grant. 


It was agreed that a Circular Letter, a coj)y of which 
will be submitted to your Majesty by the Viscount 
Melbourne, should be addressed to the Magistrates, 
cautioning them against concessions which might bear 
the character of intimidation and weakness, and ex- 
horting them to increased activity and vigour. 

That, for the preservation of the peace of tlie country, 
additional measures should be taken for the establish- 
ment of a Constabulary Force, and, where. Jieccssary, 
of Corps of Yeomanry. 

That a Special Commission should be sent to Buck- 
inghamshire, in addition to that already directed to l)c 
sent to Wilts, Hants, and Berks. , 

That orders should be issued to the Admii’alty to 
send two sloops of war to tlie Tyne, for the iirotection 
of that and the neighbouring ports, in case the present 
insurrectionary spirit, of which there arc as yet, happily, 
no symptoms, should extend to that important district. 
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No. 14. 

The Kimj to Earl Grey. 

St. James’s, Dec. 4, 1830. 

The King approves "of the measures proposed in the 
Minute of Cabinet whicli Earl Grey lias sent liim. His 
Majesty is very sensible of the objections, bf)th on the 
score of alarm at home, and the effect abroad at tliis 
period, of resorting to any measure of military aug- 
mentation. He conceives, however, that the existing 
establisliments miglit be completed, whereby alone an 
addition of 7000 or 8000 men would be made to the 
regular army in tlie United Kingdom. 

Willi A 5i E. 


No. 16. 

Sir IL Taylor to Earl Grey. 

Ht. James’s, Dec. 7, 1830. 

My dear Lord, — A question having arisen as to the 
right of the late Queen Charlotte to dispose by her 
will of jewels given to her by the King George III. 
upon her marriage, and which His Majesty purchased 
for 50,000/., I was ordered by the King to apply to 
the Treasury for information required by Lord Lynd- 
hurst to guide his opinion on the subject ; and I have 
recently received from Mr. Stewart a minute, of which 
I have the honour to enclose a copy by His Majesty’s 
commands ; and from which it would appear that the 
jewels were purchased out of the Civil List Eevenue, 
and not with George HL’s private monies ; and 
therefore would become, after Her Majesty’s demise. 
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the property of the Crown. This, however, is the 
point for legal decision. His Majesty’s object in 
making this communication to your Lordship is, to 
show that there was a provision made for the outfit of 
the late Queen Charlotte, allowing jewels to constitute 
a part of the royal outfit ; and that this may oiler an 
argument in support of his consort’s cla.ia, although 
it is by no means intended that it should embrace any 
jewels, or articles of jewelry ; the Queen’s outlay, at 
starting, being almost exclusively limited to the charges 
in the department of her Master of the Horse. 

I have,'&c. U. Tayloh. 


No. 16. 

Sir II. Taylor to Earl Grey, 

St. James’s, Dec. 10, 1R30. 

My dear Lord, — ^The King has honoured nio with 
his commands to acquaint your Lordsliip, that Sir 
William Frcemaiitle, who has been with him since you 
left his Majesty, has readily consented to waive his 
desire to be brought into Parliament, and to represent 
Windsor. This affords to His Majesty an opportunity 
to mark, in the most unequivocal manner, his determi- 
nation to give, in these critical times, the* utmost 
support in his power to your Lordship and the 
present Administration, by offering his assistance in 
bringing Mr. Stanley in for Windsor, if he sliould lose 
his election for Preston ; and Ilis Majesty luis ordered 
me to assure you that he avails himself of this oppor- 
tunity with great satisfaction. 

If iL*. Stanley should take advantage of this opening. 
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he had better communicate at once with Sir Hussey 
Vivian, in order that the agents at Windsor may b® 
apprised, without delay, of the proposed arrangement 
Having been member for Windsor, I may state that 
the expenses of the election will amount to about 
1000^., and the annual subscriptions, charities, &c., to 
something less than 100/. 

I have, &c. H. Taylor. 


No. 17. 

Sir II. Taylor to Earl Grey. 

Brighton, Dec. 19, 1830. 

My clear Lord, — I am lionourecl with the King’s com- 
mands to transmit to your Lordship the letter enclosed, 
wliicli His Majesty has received from Vice-Admiral Sir 
Ilenry Blackwood. Ilis Majesty orders me to add, that 
Sir Ilenry Blackwood has been very long known, to him 
as an excellent man, and a very meritorious officer ; but 
that it is by no means his ivish on this, or any other 
occasion, to interfere with your Lordship’s disposal of 
official situations. 

I have, &c. H. Taylor. 

P.S. — His Majesty asked me whether I had received 
any furtjicr account of poor Lord Silencer and Lord 
Althorp. 


No. 18. 

Earl Grey to Sir U. Taylor, 

Downing Street, Dec. 20, 1830. 

Dear Sir Herbert, — had the honour last night of re- 
ceiving your letter, written by His Majesty’s command, 
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ami eiiclosiiig one to His Majesty from Sir TI. BlaekA\'0()(l, 
solieiting the appointiiieut of Surveyor-General of the 
Ordnance. 

I beg you will assure Ilis Majesty of my rcmlincss at 
all times to obey his commands wiUi respect to matters 
of this nature. But, availing myself of His Majesty’s 
permission to submit to his consideration what may 
appear best calculated for the good of His Majesty’s 
service, in the appointment to official situations, I have 
to request that you will communicate to him the 
opinion of Sir James Kempt as to thc“ office in question. 

After rdfeeiving the melancholy news of Sir II. Spencer’s 
death, I lost no time in consulting witli Sir James, as to 
the best manner of supplying the place which he had left 
vacant. Sir Jame.s lias represented to me, that, since 
tlie annexation of the Barrack and tlic Store Depart- 
ments to the Ordnance, the dutie.s of the Surveyor- 
General have been very much connected with military 
nirangcmcnts and details ; and a pci'son wlio is not con- 
vei’sant with such matters would experience, Sir JanuN 
apprehend.s, considerable difficulty in performing the 
duties at present assigned to the Surveyor-General. 
On the other hand, the superintendence and delivery 
of the stores which belong to the office of Storekeeper, 
whi(di involve details connected with the naval service, 
liiight, it appears, lie more advantageously committed 
to the care of an officer of that profession ; and I should, 
on this account, wish to recommend that officers should, 
in future, be thus distributed : — Surveyor-General, an 
officer in the Army ; Storekeeper, ditto, Navy. In this 
event, Col. Mabcrley, with Ilis Majesty’s ajiprobation, 
would take tlie first, and a naval odicei- the second. 
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With refi))ect to Sir II. Blackwood, having no Imow- 
Icdge of his qualifications as a man of business myself, 
I should wish to act entirely in obedience to His 
Majesty’s opinion, if this arrangement would suit him ; 
but he probably would not be willing to accept the 
place of second officer at the Board after the Master- 
General. 

This office has ^ven me more trouble and vexation 
than all the other appointments which I have had to 
make; and now a new difficulty has occurred with 
respect to Mr. Denison, who has been disappointed in 
his expectation (which he had announced as certain on 
Thursday last, when I proposed his appointment as 
Clerk of the Ordnance) of obtaining a seat in Parlia- 
ment. It is now, therefore, my intention, understanding 
that I had His Majesty’s permission to do so, to offer 
this office to klr. Tennyson ; and I trust that this matter 
will be finally arranged to-morrow. 

I have nothing further to communicate that will not 
be transmitted from the other departments to His 
Majesty, to whom I beg you will offer the expression 
of my humble duty. 

I am, &C. Gbbt. 


No. 19. 

Earl Grey to Sir E. Taylor. 

Downing Street, Dec. 21, 1880. 

Dear Sir, — I enclose in a separate cover a letter to 
the King, to which I am anxious to obtain an answer 
as soon as may suit Ilis Majesty’s convenience. 

I was in hopes I should have been able to settle a 
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liluil arrangoinont of the Onlnaiico willi ISir Janus 
Kempt, subject always to His Abijesty s api)robat ion, in 
time to conmuinieate it by to-ui^l\t s ])ost ; but he has 
not yet appeared, aiul 1 am now obliged to g(» to the 
House of Lords. 

A motion was given notice of last night in tlie 
House of Commons, for an account of all the oHic(‘s, 
&c., held under the Duchy of Lancaster. It was 
appointed for to-day, but I am in hopes it will be given 
up. If not, Lord Althorp (thougli I am afraid he will 
not be able to attend), Lord Palmerston, and Sir James 
Graham are prepared to meet it with the most de- 
.tennined resistance. 

Lord Melbourne has received an account to-day of 
Mr. O’Conncirs entr}" into Dublin on Monday evening, 
about six o’clock. lie was met by a procession, pre- 
pared by the Union of Trades, of between five and six 
thousand people, who conducted him to his house in 
Merrion Square, from whence he addreswsed them, re- 
commending, at the end of his speech, that tlicy should 
disperse peaceably, which they did. I mention this 
lest Lord Melbourne should not have transmitted the 
account to His Majesty. From all other parts of tlic 
country the accounts are much the same as they have 
been lately ; and I am sorry to say the large, assem- 
blages in the neighbourhood of Manchester, under the 
direction of tJie Trades Union, for the jiurpose of 
compelling a general n.*sistanco to tlic rate of wages 
offered by the master manufacturers, still continue. 

I enclose a hitter which has been sent to me for the 
King, the cover of which has been tom, in consequence 
of its sticking to the seal of the envelope. 

I remain, &c. 


Grey. 
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No. 20. 

Earl Grey to the King, 

Downing Street, Dec. 21, 1830. 

liarl ( ircy has the honour of transmitting for your 
Majesty’s consideration, a letter "which he has just 
received from the Archbishop of Canterbury, desiring 
liim t(j take your Majesty’s pleasure on the expediency 
of directing a Prayer to be prepared by the Archbishop, 
and used on Sundays and Ilolydays in all churches and 
cliapels in England and Wales. This subject has been 
very much pressed upon Earl Grey from various quar- 
tern ; and if your Majesty has no objections, be "would 
humbly recommend that the Archbishop’s proposal 
should be complied with. 

As the deanety of Chester will become vacant on the 
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appointment of Clerk of tlie Ordnance to Mr. Tennyson, 
by whom it has been accepted, of which Earl Grey 
luinibly solicits your Majesty’s approbation. The other 
offices, with the exception of the Treasurer, the ap- 
pointment to which of Mr. Crcevey your Majesty has 
akeady been graciously pleased to approve, remain 
undecided upon, till Earl Grey shall have learnt your 
Majesty’s sentiments on the communication made by 
him yesterday to Sir II. Taylor. 

All which, &c. Gkky. 


No. 21. 

Sir II. Taylor to Earl Grey. 

(Private.) Brighton, Dec. 21, 1830. 

My dear Lord, — I have had the honour of receiving 
your Lordship’s letter of yesterday, and of submitting 
it to the King. 

His Majesty oi’ders me to assure your Lordship, that 
he entirely concurs in the view which you have taken 
of the appointments to the Board of Ordnance, and 
that he equally approves of the amngemeuts you 
propose, namely, that the office of Surveyor-General 
should be filled by a military officer, and that of the 
Principal Storekeeper by a naval officer. His .Majesty 
fully sanctions the nomination of Lieut.-Coloncl 
Maberley to the first, and of Mr. Tennyson to the 
derkship of the Ordnance; and he desires your. Lord- 
ship will use your discretion in the choice of the naval 
officer for the. situation of Storekeeper. His Majesty 
has no reason to lielieve that Sir Henry Blackwood 
would object to it, but is ignorant what may be his 
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qualifications as a man of business, though in his pro- 
fession he has shown great zeal and intelligence ; but 
His Majesty orders me to repeat that his application 
was referred to your Lordship, as woiild that of any 
other individual similarly circumstanced, and not with 
the most distant view of interfering with or embarrass- 
ing you in your arrangements, all which His Majesty 
knows to be directed to the advantage and efficiency of 
his service. 

The King has honoured me with his commands to 
acquaint yoiur Lordsliip, that he has named Sir Robert 
Otway a Groom of the Bed-chamber, in Uie room of 
poor Sir Robert Spencer ; also that, having this day 
received the unexpected resignation of the Earl of 
Beverley, who was one of the Lords of the Bed- 
chamber, Ilis Majesty has availed himself of this 
opportunity to cairy into effect his wish to confer that 
situation upon his future son-in-law. Lord Falkland. 
The vacancy has occurred most opportunely, to enable 
His Majesty to make this wedding present to the young 
couple, and he is persuaded your Lordship will give 
him credit for such disposal of it. 

The next vacancy mil be filled by Lord Say and 
Sole. The King has ordered me to transmit to your 
Lordship, with reference to these household appoint- 
ments, when filled by naval officers, the enclosed 
memorandum from Sir Henry Blackwood, with the 
copy of a letter I was directed to ^v^ite to Mr. Barrow • 
and liis answer. A similar representation was received 
some time ago from Lord James O’Brien, and sent to 
Lord Melville, but not noticed. You will perceive that 
His Majesty considers the question deserving of attention. 
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I am liajipy to say that the King api)oars ali’oady 
tlic better tor liis removal to tlh.s ])laee. All quiet 
here and in the neighbourhood, and the trials at I^ewes 
are proceeding without intomqition. 

I am sorry to trouble your Lordship with .so long a 
letter, while your time must be otherwise so much 
engaged, and equally desirous that you should, upon 
these occasions, not be at the trouble of answering me 
yourself. 

If you will have the goodness to put me in commu- 
nication with your Private Secretary, it may relieve 
you from this additional labour. 

I have, &c. II. Tatlor. 


No. 2?. 

Sir II. Taylor to Earl Grey. 

Brighton, Dec. 22, 

My dear Lord, — I have the honour to enclose tlie 
King’s answer to your Ixu^dsliip’s letter, and in wliich 
llis Maje.sty has noticed your communication, tlirougli 
me, relative to the notice given in the House of Commons, 
of a motion for an account of all offices, &c., held under 
the Duchy of Lancaster, which communication gtive His 
Majesty great .'Satisfaction. I hope, however, that it will 
be given up. His Majesty had not received any report 
-from Lord Melbounie, but was not surprised to hear that 
a procession had been prepared to meet Mr. O’Connell, 
upon his entry into Dublin. The King observed, that 
he would have been better pleased if this assembly of 
])eople had not dispersed quietly at Im biddinij^ as the 
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control wliich he has successfully exercised upon various 
occiisions in this way apjiesirs to His Majesty the most 
striking proof of the influence he has acquired over a , 
j)ortion of the lower classes in Ireland. 

llis Majesty had not flattered himself that the asseija- 
blagcs in the neighbourhood of Manchester, under the 
direction of the Trades Union, would very soon subside; 
though, unpleasant as they are, they have never occa- 
sioned to him serious uneasiness, being satisfied that 
these proceedings are duly watched, and that they will, 
when necessary, be met with due firmness, and checked. 

The letter which your Lordship enclosed for the 
Kang was of no importance, from an individual, having 
no claim, applying for a loan of 300 /. 

It has been suggested to the King that there is an 
apartment at Holyrood House hung with tapestry, in 
His late Majesty’s tkne, which would be used more 
freely if tliis ta^icstry were removed, and might be 
conducive to the comfort of Charles X. and his family, 
who may possibly be rather cramped for room. His 
Majesty has ordered me to name this to your Lordship, 
for such notice as it may appear to you to merit. 

I have, &c. H. .Taylor. 


, (Enclosure.) 

'The Kimj to Earl Grey. 

Brighton, Dec. 22, 1830. 

Tlie King acknowledges the receipt of Earl Grey’s 
letter of yesterday, enclosing one from the Archbishop 
of Canterbury, which he returns. 

His Majesty highly approves of the Archbishop’s 
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proposal, that a Prayer shoiiltl be jn-cparccl by liiiit, to 
be used on Sundays and llolyduys, iu all churches ami 
.chapels in England and Wales. 

His Majesty concurs with Earl Grey in the propriety 
of.oonferring the Deanery of Chester, which will be- 
come vacant by the promotion of the Dean to the see 
of Exeter, upon the Itev. Mr. Davys, who appears to be 
well entitled to this mark of favour. 

Earl Grey will have already learnt His Majesty’s 
approval of the appointment of Mr. Tennyson to the 
clerkship of the Oixlnance; and he hopes that the 
remaining arrangements of the Ordnance department 
will be finally completed to his satisfaction. 

His Majesty is very sensible of Lord Grey’s determi- 
nation to resist any motion in the House of Commons 
with a view to interference in the concerns of tlie 
Duchy of Lancaster. 

• William E. 


No. 2!I. 

£arl Grey to Sir 11. Taylor. 

Downing Street, Dec. 22, 18; »0. 

Dear Sir, — I have to acknowledge tlie receipt of 
your two letters of tlie 20t]i and 21.st, tlie first con- 
taining 's letters to the King, was not, owing 

to some mistake or accident, forwarded by the regular 
post, but came by a special messenger sent by the 
Post Office yesterday evening. 

With respect to — — application, I have to re- 
quest that you will represent to His Majesty, tliat I 
can have no right to object to any orders he may l)e 
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pleased personally to give respecting this matter, but 
tliat I could not take it upon myself to recommend to 
His Majesty a compliance with ’s request. 

The very short time that must necessarily elapse 

before he will succeed to his ’s title seems to 

render his immediate advancement to the peerage a 
matter of comparatively inferior importance to him. 
To his family it would give little additional conse- 
quence to that which they already possess as derived 
from the succession ; and the creation of a new peer 
would be seized as a fevourable opportunity by many 
who are pressing claims to that distinction, to renew 
their applications with increased urgency. 

Sir James Graham had alrea^ mentioned to me 
the case of the officers of the Navy who hold appoint- 
ments in His Majesty’s household ; and it appeared to 
me, that the provisions of the Act of Parliament, which 
is adverted to in Mr. Barrow’s letter, opposed an in- 
surmountable obstacle to their claims. There is also 
the difficulty of carrying any proposition of this sort 
into effect, without its bemg canvassed and- objected 
to in the .House of Commons ; but I will have some 
further communication on this subject with Sir James 
Graham. 

I have had great pleasure in receiving His Majesty’s 
sanction of the appointments of Mi’. Tennyson and 
Colonel Maberley as Clerk and Surveyor of the 
Ordnance, and will proceed, under the permission of 
His Majesty, to fill up the other appointments with the 
least possible delay. 

I have been much gratified at learning that tlie TTing 
has been pleased to appoint Vice-Admiral Sir E. 
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Otway to be one of the Gr«x>ms of Ilis Majesty V I’n'd- 
cluimber. May I bo jH'vinittecl to add, that tlie inotioos 
wliicli have induced Uis Majesty to name Loixl Falk- 
land as the successor of Lord Beverley arc such as 
must naturally have been expected to prevail in Ilis 
Majesty’s disposal of that office. For His Majesty’s 
kind assurance that Lord Say and Sele will succeed to 
the next vacancy I feel most grateful 

I am sorry to say that Mr. Stanley’s legal advisci's, 
after having carefully examined the case on the spot, 
have advised him to discontinue the scrutiny : the same 
opinion is given against a petition. This seat, therefore, 
is -lost; and, what isAvorse,Mr. Hunt has found his way 
into Parliament. no other scat, therefore, can be 
foiuid for Mr. Stanley, I must revert to Ilis Majesty’s 
kind offer of Windsor, in the event of its being vacated 
by Sir Hussey Vivian. 

I remain, &c. Guky. 

P.S. — I have re.ad with the liveliest pleasure your 
account of His ^lajesty’s improved healtli. 


Xo. 24. 

Sir If. Taylor to Earl Grey. ’ 

Brighton, Dec. 2.3, 18.30. 

My dear Lord, — I have had tlie honour to submit 
your Lordship’s letter of yesterday to the King, who Inis 
ordered me to say that he entirely concurs in the view 

you take of ’s application, which will be met in 

that sense. 
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II is Miijosty cannot so readily reconcile himself to 
the abandonment of the claim of the Officers of the 
Navy who hold or may hold appointments in his house- 
hold, as the provisions of the Act of Parliament must 
totally disappoint and defeat his wish to confer Upon 
them such marks of his personal favour and appro* 
bation. 

To Lord Byron and Lord Napier, who are only 
captains, the situation of Lord of the Bed-chamher 
will continue to be an object, as they forfeit only 12^, 
per diem ; but, to Lord James O’Brien, the salary offers 
little more than an equivalent for what he is obliged to 
give up ; and Sir Henry Blackwood and Sir Eobert 
Otway would lose so much by holding the situations of 
Grooms of the Bed-chamber, that they had better not 
retain them. 

The King is much gratified by your Lordship’s 
approval of his appointment of Lord Falkland to be 
one of the Lords of the Bedchamber. His Majesty 
has learnt with great regret that Mr. Stanley is under 
the necessity of discontinuing the scrutiny, and of 
abandoning the petition against the return of Mr. Hunt ; 
but orders me to repeat that Windsor will be open to 
him whenever vacated by Sir Hussey Vivian. As it may 
be material that no time should be lost, His Majesty 
suggests to your Lordship the expediency of making 
some communication to Sir Hussey Vivian wliich may 
expedite his retirement, provided his appointment to 
the command of the Forces in Ireland shall be free 
from doubt, which your Lordship will learn from your 
communication with Lord Anglesey. 

I have, &c. * H. Taylor, 
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No. 25. 

Earl Grey to the Kiny, 

pjiwninj? Street, Dec. 2.*^, IR.^0. 

Earl Grey has humbly to aoknowlodyc your 
Majesty’s letter of yesterday, with your Majesty’s gni- 
cious approbation of the several appointments whieli 
he had ventured to recommend to your jMajostv. 

Upon full consideration, and with the advice of 
Sir Thomas Hardy, Earl Grey has proposed to the 
Hon. Captain Duncan the appointment to the office of 
Storekeeper of the Ordnance, of which, if he accepts it, 
Earl Grey anxiously hope's your ^fajesty will approve. 

At a meeting of your Majesty’s servants yesterday, 
it was thouglit necessary that an addition shoidd be 
made to the military force of the country, Avith a view 
to the internal state both of England and Ireland, but 
more particularly Avith respect to the latter. For this 
purpose it wa.s agreed that Earl Grey should im- 
mediately submit to your Majesty the expediency of 
embodying the Militia, which can only be done by 
taking immediate measures for a ncAv ballot. It was 
also thought right to accept any offers that may be 
made for raising Yeomanr)’’ Corps in those parts of the 
country where the spirit of insubordination a'jApeai’s to 
be most prevalent. 

As the order forljalloting for the Militia Avill require 
tlie sanction of your Majesty in Council, Earl Grey has 
further to submit that a Council shoidd be held at 
Brighton, at such time as may suit your Majesty’s 
convenience ; for Avhich purpose, Earl Grey, with such 
other Members of the PriA^y Council as, added to those 
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who are now at Brighton, would form the necessary 
number, will attend your Majesty’s commands. 

Earl Grey is happy to inform your Majesty that the 
letters received this morning from Sir H. Bouverie 
and the Magistrates give a better account of the state 
of things in the manufacturing districts near Man- 
chester. The letters from Ireland are unfortunately 
not of so favourable a description. The Marquis 
of Anglesey, from whom letters have been received 
after his arrival at Holyhead, was to make his entry 
into Dublin to-day. 

Earl Grey has further to inform your Majesty that, 
upon further consideration, it has been thought better 
not to extend the adjournment of the Two Houses 
beyond Thursday, 4th February. 

All which, &c. Grey. 


No. 26. 

The King to Earl Grey, 

Brighton, Dee. 24, 1680. 

The TCing has received Earl Grey’s letter of yester- 
day, and assures him that he considers that no Officer of 
the Eoyal Navy can be better qualified than Captain 
Duncan for the office of Storekeeper of the Ordnance. 

His Majesty is not surprised that his confidential 
servants should, with reference to the present internal 
state of the United Kingdoms, have come to the resolu- 
tion of submitting to the King that the Militia should 
be immediately embodied, and that encouragement 
should be given to the increase of the Yeomanry force. 
His Majesty is aware that the number of the former. 
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which requires to bo comjjlcteil by ballot, is about 
10,000; aiul lio trusts tlmt the measure uow ooulem- 
plated will have, with the recruitiug of tlie Army, the 
effect of giving employment to a portion of the mis- 
guided individuals who may probably require only a 
^tter direction to become useful and loyal subjects. i 

His Majesty will hold the Council here on Monday, 
at such hour as may suit Earl Grey after eleven. The 
Privy Councillors here are Lord Holland, the Duke of 
Sussex, and Lord John Townshend. Four more will, 
therefore, be required. 

The Kii»g regrets that the reports from Ireland con- 
tinue unsatisfactory. Those from the manufacturing 
districts, however disagi'eeable, have at no time occa- 
sioned to Ilis Majesty the same uneasiness as those 
from some other quarters. William It 


Xo. 27. 

Sir IJ. Taylor to Earl Grey. 

Brighton, Bee. 24, 1830. 

My dear Lord, — The King having replied fully to 
the letter which your Lordship addressed to him 
yesterday, I have only, in obedience to His Majesty’s 
commands, to acquaint your Lordship that he will 
be glad if you and those other Members of the Privy 
Coimcil who may come from London on Monday will 
dine with him ; and that he can lodge your Lordship 
and one more at the Pavilion, should you stay the 
night, which His Majesty recommends your doing at 
this season. 
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The King, before lie had received your Ikirdship’s 
letter, had ordered me to state his wish that you would 
consider of the propriety and practicability of altering 
the Act of Parliament which affects Officers on half-pay 
holding situations in his household, so as to relieve 
them from, what appears to His Majesty, so unjust a 
penalty upon acceptance of marks of his personal 
favour ; but as you will have the opportunity of com- 
municating verbally with His Majesty upon this point, 
your Lordship may possibly consider it more advisable 
to drop the question until then, and I merely mention 
this to prepare you for it 

I have, &c. H. Taylob. 


No. 28. 

Sir IJ. Taylor to Earl (Jreij. 

(rrivntc.) Brighton, Dec. 2.5, 18.80. 

My dear Lord, — ^In consequence of the intention of 
embodying the Militia, I take the libeity of communi- 
cating privately, for yom: Lordship’s consideration, a 
pajier drawn up by Major-General Sir Richard Jackson, 
the Deputy-Quarter-Master-General, and the cojiy of a 
letter from myself to Sir Robert Peel, on the same sub- 
ject. You will observe that they (Sir R. Jackson’s at 
least) are applicable chiefly to a period of war, but still 
there are parts which may be deserving of attention at 
present, 

I do not send them to Lord Melbourne, as Sir Richard 
Jackson very properly considers that he should have 
Lord Hill’s sanction for bringing forward anytliing. 
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If your Lordship should deem this suggestion useful, 
I can return them to him, and desire him to give them 
to Lord Hill. 

I have, &c. H. Taylor. 


No. 29. 


Earl Grey to The King. 

Downing Street, a»jc.30, 1830. 

Earl Grey has the honour of submitting to your 
Majesty the Minute of the Proceedings of a Meeting of 
your Majesty’s servants, held to-day at the Foreign 
Office. 

The alarming nature of the accounts from Ireland 
could leave no doubt as to the necessity of providing, 
by the most effectual measures, for any exigency that 
may arise ; but, upon the most material points referred 
to in the annexed minute, private communications have 
already been made to the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland, 
both by Lord Grey and Lord Melbourne. 

Lord Grey has the greatest satisfaction in adding, 
that the accounts received to-day from Manchester and 
the neighboming district, as "well as from other parts 
of the country, afford an increased hope that obedience 
to the laws, and consequent tranquillity, may, soon be 
re-established. 

(Enclosure in No. 29.) 


PRESENT 

The Lord Privy SeaL 
Earl of Carlisle. 

Earl Grey. 

Viscount Palmerston. 
Viscount Goderich. 


Lord Holland. 

Viscount Althorp. 

Sir James Graham. 

The Right Hon. C. Grant. 
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That, with a view to having such a disposable force 
as circumstances may require, it is necessary to render 
the Militia efficient with as little delay as possible. 
That, for this purpose, instructions should be sent to 
the Lords-Lieutenants of counties to proceed with a 
ballot without loss of time ; and that, in the meantime, 
the staff and quota of the Militia now liable to serve, 
should be called out for the purpose of immediate 
training. 

That instructions be sent to the Lord-Lieutenant 
sanctioning his proposal to set on foot corps of Yeo* 
manry, avoiding, as much as possible, in the measures 
necessary for this purpose, any thing that may tend 
to revive or to prolong religious animosities and dis- 
tinctions. 

That, at the same time, it should be recommended to 
His Majesty’s Government in Ireland, to take into their 
immediate consideration, and submit to His Majesty’s 
Cabinet, such measures as may appear to be required 
for the removal of any grievances, either in the actual 
state of the law, or in the mode of its administration, 
which may afford just cause of complaint. 

That, in particular, immediate attention should be 
paid to the state of education in Ireland, Avith a view 
to the remedy of any defects in the system now existing 
for that purpose, and to the introduction of such im- 
provements as may appear expedient. * 

That it be further recommended to the Government 
of Ireland, to consider and report upon the expediency of 
discontinuing the present appointment of Governors in 
the counties, and substituting Lords-Lieutenants, as is 
now practised in England, in their stead. 
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No. 30. 

Sir n. Taylor to Earl Grey. 

(Private.) Brighton, Dec. SO, 18^. 

My dear Lord, — ^Yoiir Lordship will, I liope, forgive 
niy troubling you with a few remarks or suggestions on 
the subject of the augmentation of our Military force, 
either for internal security, or foreign purposo.s, as cir- 
cumstances may require, tlie oflicial situation which' 
I held during nearly ten yeai-s* having directed my 
attention to the question at various times and in 
various shapes. 

I am ignorant to what extent it may be in contem- 
plation to increase tlie military means, cithiT by calling 
out the Militia j)artially, or by any addition to the 
Eegular force; but I am convinced tliat the latter 
would be, not only the mo.st eflicient, but the cheapi^st ; 
and it would luwe the advantage of being applicable to 
all purposes. 

The actual establishment of our regiments of In- 
fantiy of the Line is 7 40 rank and file. The effectives 
had been lowered to GOO ; and the difference to be 
mtide up by recruiting is 0,720 u])on 84 battalions 
(regiments in India not being included), besides a few 
luindreds to comjdcte the Guards. This has been 
ordered and is in progress, and I will suppose the regi- 
ments t<y be complete to that establishment. The 84 
battalions might be augmented to 1,000 rank and file 
each, which would give a total addition of 21,840 rank 
and file in the Line ; and the Guards to 1 00 per com- 
pany, 672 rank and file in the Guards ; total, 22,51 2 ; 
without adding an officer, or any additional regimental 
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staff, as the actual proportion of officers would be suffir 
cient, if effective. All that would be required would 
be one additional sergeant and one corporal per com- 
pany. Whereas the same number of Militia, forming 
at least 28 regiments, would require 84 field-officers, 
280 captains, 560 subalterns, besides regimental staff of 
various descriptions, and a'large proportion of sergeants, 
drummers, &c. The expense would be fit least one- 
third more for the same number of firelocks, and the 
force would not be so efficient, nor so generally 
available. 

I am aware that there may be objections to any 
augmentation of the Regular Army, which do not apply 
to the embodying tlie Militia in wliole or in part ; but 
I felt it to bo my duty to state the relative advantages 
and cost ; and although it may not be possible or ex- 
pedient to take the question into consideration, as it 
applies to the English Militia, it may be deserving of 
attention witli reference to the Irish Militia, especially 
as these are not raised by ballot, but are recruited ; and 
as the formation of them may require as much time as 
would the raising nearly the same number of men for 
the Line, the Militia of Ireland being, as far as I recol- 
lect, somewhat more tliaii 20,000 men. It is obvious 
that, in point of exjiense, efficiency, and general utility, 
an augmentation of 20,000 men to the Regular regi- 
ments would be far preferable to the embodjnng 
20,000 Irish Militia into regiments; and there may be 
many other reasons which "would render it a prefer- 
able measure. 

• I have thus ventured to submit these ideas for your 
Lordship’s consideration, and I beg to add that I should 
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not liavc done so, if I luul not reason to believe that 
Lord Hill and the other inilitaiy aiitliorilies would be 
found to concur in opinion, that tlie augmentation to 
the Line might be effeerted as I have suggested. 

I have only further to request that your Lordship 
will not take the trouble of replying to this letter. 

I have, &c. II. Taylor. 


No. 31. 

The King to Earl Grey. 

Brighton, Dec. 31, 1830. 

The King acknowledges .the receipt of Earl Grey’s 
letter of yesterday enclosing a Minute of Cabinet. 

His Majesty approves of all that is therein proposed, 
beins satisfied tliat tlie accounts from Ireland and the 
general aspect of affairs fiilly justify his Governiiiciit in 
taking, with tJie least possible delay, such measures as 
shall place at its disposal u force applicable to any exi- 
gency ; and that it is not less essential to show a deter- 
mination to maintain the peace of the country and to 
enforce obedience to tlie laws. 

The King trusts that the Lords-Lioutenants and 
Deputy-Lieutenants of counties will be cautioned to 
scrutinise the ballots for the Militia as far as possible, 
so as to endeavour to exclude from its ranks men of 
dangerous and designing character, whose influence 
might prove very pernicious upon newly established 
corps, and before they shall have acquired habits of dis- 
cipline and subordination. This caution appears to 
His Majesty the more important, as he fears that what 
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is lijft (»f I he staffs of the Militia will, after a lapse of 
fifteeil years, prove in many instances very incapable 
and inefficient. 

His Majesty approves of the instructions to be sent 
to the Lord-Lieutenant of Ireland, relative, to calling 
into service corps of Yeomanry, and to the other essen- 
tial objects noticed in the Minute of Cabinet; and he is 
glad to find that his confidential servants have adopted 
the su^estion conveyed by His Majesty to Earl Grey 
and to Viscount Melbourne, to recommend to the 
Government of Ireland to consider the expediency of 
substituting for the present appointments of Governors 
of counties, Lords-Lieutenants, as in England. 

The King rejoices with Earl Grey in the favourable 
character of the recent reports from the manufacturing 
districts and other parts of England; and His Majesty 
has no doubt that perseverance in the firm and ener- 
getic course now pursuing will extricate these kingdoms 
from every difficulty and danger with which they are 
threatened. William R. 


No. 32. 

. Earl Grey to The King. 

Downing Street, Jan. 11, 1831. 

Knowing that your Majesty had been regularly ap- 
prised from the Home and Foreign Offices, of every- 
thing that it was necessary to communicate to your 
Majesty, with respect to those affairs which in our 
foreign relations, and in the circumstances both of 
Ireland and of this country, were of the most pressing 
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interest, Earl Orey has forborne to trouble your 
Majesty with unnecessary lettei>}; nor would he now 
liave ventured to intrude upon your Majesty, liad he 
not been apprehensive that your Majesty miglit be sur- 
prised at his continued silence. 

Several Cabinets have been held, at which no forintd 
resolutions have been taken, and which, relating chiefly 
to the negotiations respecting Belgium, and the proceed- 
ings of the Special Commission, will have been known in 
their results to your Majesty. 

The private letters Avhich have been received by Earl 
Grey from the Marquis of Anglesey add nothing to the 
information Avliich has been more fully communicated 
to Lord Melbourne in his dispatches. They evince the 
same determination to maintain the dignity of your 
Majesty’s croAvn, and tlie authority of your Government, 
by the adoption of the most vigorous measures, wliere 
tliey may be required, under the guitlance of a due 
discretion. For the general conduct of your !^^ajesty^s 
Government, in this respect, Earl Grey cannot h(*lp an- 
ticipating your Majesty’s most gracious ai)pr()l)ation. 

As it appears to be more agreeable to Sir John Byng 
to retain the command in Ireland till tlic expiration of 
the term at which such appointments have not unfre- 
quently been changed. Lord Anglesey lias been ‘unwill- 
ing to press his resignation till the month of June. TliivS 
might render it difficult for Sir Hussey Vivian to vacate 
liis seat for Windsor at an earlier period, without having 
it to assign as a reason for doing so, tliat the duties of 
his new situation Avould be incompatible with the duo 
performance of those with which he is cliarged as a 
Member of Parliament. To obviate this difficulty, it has 
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been proposed that Sir Hussey Vivian should be imme- 
diately appointed a Lieutenant-General on the Staff in 
Ireland, with the assurance that the chief command 
will devolve upon him on the resignation of Sir John 
Byng. In the meantime his services as^ an experienced 
officer at the head of the Cavalry may be of great im- 
portance to the public service in any exigency that the 
state of Ireland may produce. Earl Grey has consulted 
Lord Hill on the propriety of this arrangement ; and, if 
your Majesty has no objection to it, it will be made. 
Presuming that this may be sanctioned by your Majesty, 
Sir H. Vivian will be enabled to vacate his seat at the 
meeting of Parliament (as a new writ could not be 
issued during the Adjournment, it might be inconve- 
nient that this should be done sooner), and Mr. Stanley, 
under your Majesty’s gracious permission, may then be 
elected without further delay. 

Earl Grey cannot conclude without praying your 
Majesty’s indulgence for this long and perhaps, not very 
necessary intrusion. 

Your Majesty’s servants are assiduously occupied in 
the preparation of the measures which it will be ne- 
cessary to propose to Parliament ; and which, so soon 
as they are sufficiently matured, Earl Grey will have 
the honour of submitting to your Majesty’s consider- 
ation. 

All which, &c. 


Grey. 
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NO.-33. 

The King to Earl Grey. 

Brighton, Jan. 12, 1831. 

The King acknowledges the receipt of Earl Grey's 
letter of yesterday, and assures him of his entire ap- 
probation of the arrangement proposed for placing 
Lieutenant-General Sir Hussey Vivian at once upon the 
Staff in Ireland, with a view to his succeeding Sir John 
Byng in the command of the troops there in June next. 
The former may thus vacate his seat at the meeting of 
Parliament, and Mr. Stanley may then be brouglit in 
for Windsor. 

His Majesty is too sensible of Earl Grey’s invari- 
able attention to have felt surprised at not having 
recently received any communications from him, nor 
does His Majesty e.xpect that he .should address any 
to him unless Earl Grey should have occasion to do so 
upon questions and matters to which, as the head of 
the Government, he shall consider it necessary and 
expedient that he should more particularly call Hi.s 
Majesty’s attention. 

The King has been fully and regularly apprised of 
all that has been transacted in the various departments 
of the Government ; and he has great pleasure in re- 
peating to Earl Grey the assurance which he has, from 
time to time, given to Viscount Melbourne and to Vis- 
count Palmerston, of his approbation of the measures 
which have been, determined upon by his confidential 
servants, with respect to the domestic and external 
policy of the country, and of the satisfaction he has 
derived from the firmness and consistency of those 



1831] 


WITH KING WILLIAM IV. 


47 


measures, and the determination thereby manifested to 
maintain the dignity of the Crown and the authority of 
the Government at home, and to persevere in those 
efforts to which Europe has been hitherto mainly in- 
debted for the preservation of peace. 

The King cannot state this generally without express- 
ing to Earl Grey more particularly, the confidence which 
His Majesty reposes in his integrity, his judgment and de- 
cision, and in his experience ; and without assuring him 
that the manner in which he has discharged the duties 
of the important situation which His Majesty called 
upon him to fill, has amply realised the expectations 
which he had formed. His Majesty is satisfied that he 
may rely upon Earl Grey’s strenuous support in his 
determination to resist all attempts which may be made 
to sap the established rights of the Crown, and to de- 
stroy those institutions under which this country has so 
long prospered, while others have been suffering so 
severely from the effects of revolutionary projects, and 
from the admission of what are called Badical remedies. 

William R. 

o 


No. 34. 

Sir IL Taylor to Earl Grey, 

(Private.) Brighton, Jan. 12, 1831. 

My dear Lord, — I have had the honour to submit to 
the King your Lordship s letter of yesterday, as well as 
the enclosure which I beg to return. 

Your Lordship may feel perfectly at your ease with 
regard to the interpretation put by His Majesty upon 
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your silence, which had been accidentally lonj^er than 
usual, as it is impossible for any person to be more 
satisfied than Bis Majesty is of your attention to him 
in the widest sense of the word ; and he showctl some 
anxiety that this should be strongly expressed in his 
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attaches the greatest importance to your Lordship’s 
services at the head of his Government at this critical 
period, when he considers that the interests of the 
monarchy and the ancient institutions of the country 
would be in jeopardy, unless every exertion be made to 
uphold and maintain them. Your Lordship may indeed 
have drawn this iiifcronce from HLs Majesty’s letters to 
yourself and to Lord Melbourne, and from the unequi- 
vocal desire he has shown to give the full weiglit of his 
name and influence in aid of your administration. I 
hope you will not think that I am exceeding the bounds 
of discretion in writing to your Lordsliip in tliese 
terms, or that I am guilty of any breach of that confi- 
dence which Ilis Mfijesty is pleased to repose in me. 
I assure you tliat I should not feel the least objection 
to llis Majesty’s knowing that I have written tliis letter, 
or to his seeing it ; but your Loi;dship will oblige me 
by considering it as addressed to yourself only. 

The King has been [dcased and amused at Ilunt’s 
failure, and liopes he may look upon it as a sign that 
tlie Eadieal mania is subsiding generally. The success 
in recruiting is satislhctoiy, considering that the de- 
tached parties of many corps had not reached their 
stations. 

I have, A&c. H. Taylou. 


No. 35. 

Earl Grey to the King, 

Downing Street, Jan. 12, 1831. 

Earl Grey has the honour of informing your Ma- 
jesty, that he has this morning received a letter from 
VOL. I. i: 
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the Lord Cliief Baron of your Majesty’s Court of Ex- 
chequer, requesting him to submit to your Majesty, 
his resignation of that office, and his aj)plication for 
the allowance of the usual pension. 

Presuming on your Majesty’s acquiescence in this 
request, Earl Grey ventures humbly to submit to your 
Majesty, having had the concurrence of the Lord 
Chancellor, that your Majesty’s service cannot be nioie 
effectually promoted than by the appointment of Lord 
Lyndhut-st to succeed to the office of Lord Chief Baron; 
which he trusts your Majesty will be graciously pleased 
to approve. 

At a meeting of your Majesty’s servants, it has been 
resolved to recommend to your Majesty’s royal mercy, 
aU the convicts left for execution at Winchester, witli 
the exception of Cooper and Cook, the one having 
been proved to have been an active leader in the out- 
rages which took place in Hampsliire, and the otlier 
guilty of conduct marked by great personal violence. 

No letters have been received to-day fjom any of 
the members of your Majesty’s Government in Ireland ; 
but Earl Grey grieves to add, that there are accounts of 
two fires in Wiltshire, one of Avhich is supj>osed to 
have been occasioned by malice, the person whose 
property was destroyed having been a witness on one 
of the trials at Salisbury. 

All which, &c. 


Grey. 
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No. 3G. 

The King to Earl Grey. 

Brigliton, Jan. 13, 1831. 

The King has received Earl Grey’s letter of yester- 
day, enclosing one from the Lord Chief Baron of the 
Exchequer c<jntiiining the resignation of his office. 
His Majesty accepts it, and sanctions the grant to him 
of tlie usual pension. He also a])proves of the ap 
pointment of Lord Lyiidhurst to the office of Lord 
Chief Baron. William R 


No. 37. 

Earl Grey to Sir IL Taylor. 

(Private.) Do\viiing Street, Jan. 13, 1831, 

My dear Sir, — Nothing could be more gratifying to 
me than tlie King’s letter of yesterday, and the private 
one by wliicli it was accompanied from yourself; tlie 
hitter you may be assured that I shall regmd as strictly 
confidential. 

The news from Ireland, as you will see by Lord 
Anglesey’s and Mr. Stanley’s lettem, miglit be of a more 
pleasant description ; but I feel a considerable confi- 
dence in our power to overcome all these difficulties, 
with a due mixture of prudence and resolution. The 
King’s anxieties are reasonably directed to what may ‘ 
happen in Parliament. It is imiwssible for. anybody 
to speak witli confidence of the restoration of the in- 
fluence and authonty of the Government in the House 
of Commons. Much must be conceded to public 
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opinion, and more perhaps may be forced upon us ; but 
with such concessions as may satisfy all reasonable 
people, I will not abandon the hope of a successful 
resistance to all attempts inconsistent with the real 
security of the Government. The perilous question is 
that of Parliamentary Eeform, and, as 1 approach it, 
the more I feel all its difficulty. With the universal 
feeling that prevails on this subject, it is in possible to 
avoid doing something ; and not to do eiiougli to sa- 
tbfy public expectation (I mean the satisfaction of tlu- 
rational public) would be woi'se tliari to do nothing. 
We are now occupied with the details of tliis measure, 
and I hope before long to be able to submit it to Ilis 
Majesty, If what we shall liave to propo.'-e sJiall ob- 
tain Ilis Majesty's sanction, I .sliould have little fear of 
carrying it through Parliament with the general appro- 
bation of the public, though not of the Eadiciils, whom 
nothing woidd satisfy but the complete adoption of 
their own extravagant and misehicvoiis projeet.s. If 
we should fail in this, I see nothing befon; me l>ut an 
alternative of the most afflicting nature. 

lam, &C. (iKKY. 


No. 38. 

Earl tlrey to the Kimj. 

Downing Streol, Jan. 13, 1831. 

Earl Grey feels that he w'ould be wanting in the 
attention and gratitude due from him to j'our Majesty, 
if he Avere to delay ofl'ering to your Majesty his 
humble ac-knowledgments of the condescension .and 
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kindness manifested m your Majesty's most gracious 
letter of yesterday. To endeavour to deserve your 
Majesty’s confidence and approbation, Earl Grey must 
ever consider as his first duty ; and to have received so 
gratifying an exposition of them, is his best reward. 

Earl Grey has the honour of enclosing for your 
Majesty’s information two letters which he has this 
morning received from the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland 
and from Lord Ponsonby. The accounts contained 
in tlic first are certainly of a very distressing nature ; 
aud it probably may become necessary, not only to 
renew the Proclamation Act, which expires at the con- 
clusion of this session, but to consider of the means- 
of arming your Majesty’s Government with further 
powers to repress the violence which Mr. O’Connell 
aud his partisans are daily exciting. 

If Lord Ponsonby’s opinion of the increasing strength 
of the party of the Prince of Orange be correct, it is to 
be hoped that a beneficial efiect may be produced by 
the letter which was sent yesterday by Ilis Eoyal 
Uigliiiess as a declaration of the principles on which 
he would conduct the government, if it should be 
committed to his hands. Put of everything relating 
to this matter, your Majesty will of course receive full 
communication from Lord Palmerston. 

Earl Grey is persuaded that the establishment of 
the Prince of Orange in the Netherlands, to whatever 
inconvenience it may be subject, would now be, upon 
the wliole, the easiest and most satisfactory solution of 
the difficulties which embarrass the election of a new 
sovereign. 

All which, &c. 


Grey. 
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No. ao. 

Sii* IL Taylor to Earl Grey, 

(Private.) Brighton^ Jan. 14, 1831. 

My dear Lord, — I have the honour to enclose the 
King’s answer to your Lordship\s letter, and to acquaint 
you that I have considered it iny d\ity to submit to 
His Majesty tlie wliole of yours to me, convinced, as I 
am, that its contcMits could not prove othe rwise than 
satisfactory to liiin, and particularly interesting, fj’oni 
the direct reference to the ‘perilous* question of 
Parliamentary Reform. I need not tell 3"our Lorddiip 
that it is that to which Ilis Majesty more particularly 
alluded in recent communications, and tliat to whicli I 
adverted when I mentioned that he IooIvcmI with un- 
easiness to tlie a])proaching proceedings in Parliament. 
His Majesty is not surprised that your Lordship .should 
approach it with dread ; that you should feel all its 
ditliculties ; nor is Ilis ^lajestj" blind or indifTercnt to 
public feeling, or to public expectation ; but he believes 
these to be ovcriated by those who are such strenuous 
advocates for the measure of Parliamentary Reform — .so 
eagerly bent upon carrying it, as to overlook all the 
objections and difficulties to wJiich it is liable, and the 
danger attendant upon its agitation when there i.s so 
much of excitement and revolutionary feeling abroad, 
and when the general .state of the country, its domestic 
and foreign contingencies require a .strong Govei*nment, 
and one tliat .shall not be placed at the mercy of in- 
dividuals whose profe.s.sed object it is to reduce the 
power of any Oovernment and its resources. Ilis 
Majesty is satisfied that your Lordship feels all this. 
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and he is yet more satisfied that no one can be more 
strongly opposed in sentiment, in principle, in judg- 
ment, and firm solicitude for the preservation of the 
constitutional monarchy of this country, and for its 
welfare and security, to the wild and mischievous pro- 
jects of the Radicals. His Majesty rests his confidence 
in your Lordship. He looks to you for the exertion 
of those high qualities which have secured to you that 
confidence in rescuing him from the difficulties in 
which His Majesty may be placed by the agitation of 
this perilous question ; and His Majesty authorises me 
to assure you, that you will find him disposed to give 
a reasonable and disptissionate consideration to what 
you may have to propose, and anxious not to embarrass 
you by objections which can be considered frivolous 
or captious, or to arise from any other feeling than that 
which a correct sense of his duty must suggest to him. 
I have, &c. H. Taylob. 


No. 40. 

The King to Earl Grey, 

Brighton, Jan. 14, 1831. 

The King acknowledges the receipt of Earl Grey’s 
letter transmitting those from the Lord-Lieutenant of 
Ireland and Lord Ponsonby, which he returns. 

His Majesty has never sought to disguise from 
himself the serious character of the accounts received 
from Ireland ; but he had flattered himself that the 
firmness and energy displayed by his Government, and 
tlie better feelings and good sense of those classes 
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wliicli liavo an interest in the preservation of pcac(‘, 
and in the security of the country, would have opj)osiMl 
a more cflectiial chock to the seditious proceedings of 
Mr. O’Coimell and his adherents, and would ere this 
have had the eflect of weakening liis iulluence over 
those wlio are so strangely misled by him. Nor does 
His Majesty even now appi'ehend that such may not 
eventually be the case, or tliat the excitement whicli 
has been created in Ireland tnay not be got the better 
of without its producing violent collision. But Mr. 
O’Conncirs obstinacy, his perseverance in mischief, and, 
unfortunately, his inlluence over a portion of the lower 
classes in Ireland are such, that it is impossible not to 
anticipate the necessity, not only of the renewal of the 
Proclamation Act, but also of arming the Government 
with further powers ; and the King is inclined to admit 
the force of the observation, made by Lord Anglesey 
and INfr. Stanley, that proclamations may bo so frequent 
as to become comparatively unimportant. Under tliese 
circumstances llis Majesty conclaves that liis Govern'' 
ment would be justified by what has passed, by what is 
notorious, and by the statement wliich they Avill be 
enabled to lay before Parliament, to resort even to tlic 
strong measure of proposing the suspension of the 
Habeas Corpus Act. Tlie determination tlius sl^own to 
face the evil in its fullest extent, and not to slirink from 
the responsibility attached to the exorcise of so Rcrious 
a power, and to its ap})lieation, wlicn it is called for and 
provoked by proceedings which arc inconsistent with 
the security of the state, would, Jlis Majesty ho]>(\‘^, 
not only go far to check llie immediate rniscliief, but 
would produce a favourable impression iqx)!! the 
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country at large ; which has, at all times, shown itself 
disposed to approve acts of vigour and decision in re- 
sponsible authorities, wlieu sufficient ground has been 
shown for them. Nor does it follow, or has any 
reason been given to the country to imagine, that ex- 
traordinary powers, called for by a Government which 
has sliown so much forbearance, will not be used with 
moderation and discretion. 

Tlie King has observed with satisfaction in Lord 
Anglesey’s letter the expression of a strong opinion in 
favour of paying the Koman Catholic Clergy, as His 
Majesty’s sentiments have always been in support of an 
arrangement of this nature, if it could be introduced ; 
and as he is convinced that the sum applied to it 
would be returned with interest in the influence and 
other advantages it would secure to the Government. 

Upon the subject of the establishment of the Prince 
of Orange in llelgium, and the view which the King 
has taken of what has been done and submitted to 
him, Ilis Majesty refers Earl Grey to his letter of 
yesterday’s date to Viscount Palmerston ; and he will 
be very glad to learn that his opinion of the importance 
of annexing the Duchy of Luxemburg to Belgium, wlieu 
[)laced under the so\XTeignty of the Prince of Orange, 
has met with Earl Grey’s concurrence. Williaj^i K. 


No. 41. 

Earl Grey to Sir II. Taylor. 

Downing Street, Jan. 14, 1831. 

My dear Sir, — I Last night received your letter 
enclosing one fiom the King, containing Ilis Majesty’s 
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acceptance of the resignation of the Cliief Baron, liLs 
approbation of the grant of the usual pension and of 
the appomtment of Ijord Lyndhurst, with respect to 
which all necessary measures have been taken. I can- 
not help enclosing for your private infonnation an 
anonymous letter,* which I received last night. It would 
not have obtained from me more attention than other 
anonymous letters, had I not heard of a conversation, 
exactly corresponding Avitli it, which had been held at 
the Speaker’s, in a party at which Mr. Croker and Mr. 
Theodore Hook were present. It had also been re- 
ported to me, that several times thei'c had ojipearcd in 
‘ John Bull,’ a paper which I never see, details res|)ect- 
ing the armngement.s that were going on, which could 
nut have been obtained except from persons M'ho had 
accurate information re.specting them. With this paper 
Mr. Hook is stiid to bo connected : Mr. Croker is also 
said to write in it. 

I am quite sure that the King would not allow of any 
such communications if he had the least suspicion of 
them ; and I .should hope that no persons in the situa- 
tions of Sir W. Fremantle and Sir A. Barnard could 

• Though thifl letter refers to an offensive and unfounded imputation 
upon two highly honourable men, I have not omitted it from the corro- 
Bpondeiice, because it appears from the eubseriuent letters that this 
imputation wa.s refuted to my father’s oompleto satisfaction ; while the 
anonymous letter in which it was contained, and the explanation tliat 
letter called forth, are of importance as showing both the jealousy and 
su-spicion nf»t unnaturally felt by the 6upj)orters of the Government, of the 
many adherents of the opposite party who were about tlio Court, and 
also how fairly nntL honourably the King acted towards his Ministers. In 
retaining about liis person those to wlioso society ho was used, notwith- 
standing their political opinions, it will bo seen that ho tooh care not 
to allow this to interfere with his giving his full support to his Govom- 
ment. 
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be capable of the conduct imputed to them. But the 
circumstances attending this report are certainly some- 
what extraordinary, and have induced me to entrust to 
you confidentially the statement as I have received it. 
In a case between equals I certainly should at once 
submit to the person, whose confidence might have 
been stated to be abused, the statement as I had re-* 
ceived it, leaving it to him to do whatever might appear 
to him to be required upcfti it. But I feel that it would 
be improper for me, in cveiy view that I» can take of 
it, to trouble the King on snch a matter. Perhaps I 
ought to add, that the conversation at the Speaker’s was 
reported to mo by Sir James Graham, to whom it had 
come from a person wlio was present. The accom- 
])aiiying book was brouglit to me to-day by M. de 
Choiseul, who came over with Charles X., and remains 
in town for the purpose of any communications that 
may be necessary with the Government, lie says it 
was written under the eye of Charles X. lie left 
with me, .some time ago, a letter of introduction from 
the Duke of \Ycllington, but I had not seen him before. 

I am, &c. Grey. 


(Knelosuro in No. 41.) 

Loudon, Jan. 12, 1831, 

My Lord, — ^Your Lordship ought to know that two 
members of the King’s household (Sir W. Fremantle 
and Sir A. Barnard) are in constant communication with 
Messrs. Croker and Hook ; and that everything going 
on in the King’s family, or court, is made known to 
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these editors of ‘ John Bull.’ It is a matter of surprise 
to many of your Lordship’s old friends and supporters, 
that you should for one moment suffer such proceedings 
to go on, and lliat you should not have removed such 
persons from the household. Believe me, my Lord, 
that it is not safe, or reputable to your Government, to 
allow the persons aUuded to, and such as them, to con- 
tinue in office. 

This hint is meant in the greatest kindness, every 
word of wlii^ I can prove. 

Your sincere admh'er. Ax Old Foxitb. 


No. -li'. 

U. Taylor to Earl Grey. 

(Private.) Jan. 15, 1831. 

My dear Lord, — I bog to rotuni the anonymous 
letter Avhich your Lordship entrusted to me in your 
letter of yesterday, and to express iny conviction that 
there is no foundation for what is therein stated, and 
that the Old Fo.xite is upon tl\e wrong scent in asenb- 
ing to Sir Anilrew Barnard and Sir William Fremantle 
the communication of anything to Mr. Croker and Mr. 
Theodore Hook, which might not be j)ublished any- 
where. I have indeed never heard of them being 
much acquainted, or having more intercourse with them 
than I have myself, which amounts to nothing; and from 
long and intimate acrpiaintiuicc witli both Sir William 
Fremantle and Sir Andrew Barnard, I should consider 
cither extremely unlikely to talk out of school, even if 
they had anything essential to toll. Sir Wilham Fre- 
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mantle has been, dming a great part of his life, in habits 
of attendance upon, and communication with, the Royal 
Family ; and I have never heard him accused of indis- 
cretion, or traced anything to him ; nor is he an eager 
politician. He hiis not been here during this visit of 
His Majesty to Brighton, and he was here durmg a con- 
siderable part of Ilis Majesty’s last residence in London. 
Sir Andrew Barnard is one of the most gallant and 
efficient officers in the Army, highly honourable and 
extremely popular. He is much in society, and his pur- 
suits are those of cheerful society ; but I believe him to 
be quite indifferent with respect to politics. I never 
hear him touch upon that topic, and much of his time 
here is taken up with the Queen’s Baud, of wliich he 
lias undertaken the direction. I have indeed known 
him on service, in the late King’s family and here, and 
have always considered him remarkable for his discre- 
tion and for his extreme caution as to interfering in 
any business not his own. I have no doubt he may be 
in the habit of meeting Mr. Croker and Mr. Theodore 
Hook, but I should very much doubt his mentioning 
what passes here unless it be connected with his pet 
hand. I may add that I generally frank his letters, as 
well as Sir William Fremantle’s when here, and should 
therefore be aware of any active correspondence Avith 
Mr. Hook. But, after all, there never was any Court 
from which and of which so little could be told, which 
every servant in the house, from the highest to the 
lowest, might not tell. Their Majesties are accessible 
at all hours ; the apartments are open to everyone ; there 
is no seclusion, no mystery, nothing to conceal The 
King sees numbers of persons in the course of the day. 
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and converses freely mtli them upon subjects on which 
they maj' give liim information ; but I am confident that, 
although he may listen to them, he never converses 
upon any matter which may be tlie subject of commu- 
nication with his Government, or respecting ministerial 
or official arrangements in contemplation. Politics are 
never the subject of conversation at dinner, or at the 
evening parties ; indeed, His Majesty professes not to 
allow it, and lie never touches on the subject with the 
Queen, who indeed does not seem at all disposed to 
break through a rule so essential in sucli a society, and 
whose superior judgment and good sense would induce 
her to feel its importance, and to discourage any depar- 
ture from it in others ; even common articles of intelli- 
gence are not noticed otherwise than as conveyed in 
the newspapers. I have troubled your Lordship with 
these particulars, and more at length than may appear 
necessaiy, as I wished to put you in full jiosscssion of 
^thc course of things here upon a point to which you 
must naturally attach so much importance, esptjcially 
when the Court circle and society are so extended and 
indiscriminate ; and you will easily conclude, from all I 
have said, that the anonymous letter has surprised me. 
It has, however, produced suspicions which may be 
wholly unfounded, and which I therefore beg to com- 
municate very confidentially. Your Lordship will, I 
am certain, rather give me credit for than blame my 
anxiety to satisfy your mind upon this subject ; and I 
should feel much obliged to you if you would allow me 
to say to Sir A. Barnard and Sir W. Fremantle, that I 
have received or seen such a letter, without giving them 
any hint to whom it was addressed. 
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I am extremely obliged to your Lordship for sending 
me the French pamphlet, which I shall read with great 
interest and safely return to you. The King is not 
likely to peruse it, but I should think the Queen would 
like to do so. 

I have, &c. H. Taylok. 

P.S. I had almost forgotten to mention that, just 
before Their Majesties left Brighton in October last, I 
received an anonymous letter, stating that Mr. ♦ * * *, 
the editor of the * * then here, had boasted at a 
dinner that I was in, constant communication with 
him, verbal and ejiistolary, and tliat he received 
from me intelligence of all that passed at court. I 
had been unfortunately concerned with Mr. * * ♦ * 
in the business of * * * ; and had formerly seen and 
written to him on that subject; but I had avoided all 
communication with him since I came into my present 
situation, and had carried on such as was indispensable 
tlirough my solicitor, Mr. Parkinson. I sent the latter 
a copy of the anonymous letter for the information 
of Mr. * * * *^ who of course denied the truth of 
wliat it stated, and desired to see me ; for which he 
made various attempts. But I declined the interview, as 
well as furtlier written communications, upon the plea 
that, whether the charge in question was founded or 
unfounded, I had determined to hold no communica- 
tion with the editor of a newspaper. 
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Xo. 43. 

Earl Grey to the King, 

Do-wTiinjf Street, Jaii. 15, 1831. 

Earl Grey has the honour of acknowledging your 
Majesty’s letter of' yesterday. 

Earl Grey felt the greatest satisfaction and comfort 
in finding that your Majesty’s sentiments with respect 
to what is passing in Ireland, and in the negotiations 
respecting the Netherlands, so entirely sanction those 
whicli he had himself entertained. 

However painful the recourse to such a measure may 
be, it is impossible not to contemidate tlie necessity of 
proposing to rarliament a suspension of the Habeas 
Corpus Act, if the exercise of the powers now ])os~ 
sessed by the Oovernment should be found iiu^dieient 
for the security of tlie former country. To attach tlie 
Irish priesthood to the Government by tlie ties of a 
common interest is also an object which tlieir payment 
alone affords a reasonable hope of obtaining. An 
arrangement of this kind demands an early attention, 
and not the less because it is surrounded by consider- 
able difficulties. Earl Grey had already stated to tlie 
Prince of Orange how much the settlement of the Ne- 
therlands would be assisted by tlie union of the Duchy 
of Luxemburg, saving the rights of the Germanic Con- 
federation to that kingdom. Earl Grey repeated the 
same thing to Ilis Iloyal Highness this morning, when 
he had another interview with him. But your Ma- 
jesty is aware of the difficulties that have arisen in all 
the negotiations with the King of the Netherlands on this 
subject; and the Prince did not conceal his opinion, that 



1831] 


WITH KING WILLIAM IV. 


05 


there would be little chance of obtaining His Majesty’s 
consent to such a cession of the Duchy. 

All which, &c. Grey. 


No. 44. 

Earl Grey to Sir H. Taylor, 

Downing Street, Jan. 15, 1831. 

My dear Sir, — I have to offer you my best thaiiks 
for your letter of yesterday accompanying the King’s. 
With the exception of what related to this matter, 
there was nothing in my letter to you which I could 
feel any objection in your placing before His Majesty, 
tliougli perhaps it might have been more cautiously 
worded. Nothing can be more gratifying than the cor- 
dial expression of the confidence which His Majesty is 
so graciously pleased to place in me. It is my most 
anxious wish to prove that I am not altogether un- 
worthy of it. But I fear he may think the view I take 
of such a measure as may be proposed with advantage 
on the subject of Parliamentary lieforin too extensive. 
I have already expressed my o[;inion, that any measure 
for this purpose, to be useful, must be effectual. Any- 
thing that was not so would only leave a feeling of dis- 
content, which would press for further concessions. The 
great desideratum therefore is, to make an arrangement 
on which we can stand, announcing our determination 
not to go beyond it. But to gain such a position our 
ground must be well and strongly taken. I am myself 
convinced that public opinion is so strongly directed to 
this question, and so general, that it cannot be resisted 
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without the greatest danger of leaving the Government 
in a situation in which it would be deprived of all au- 
thority and strength. Under this impression I must 
naturally feel the greatest anxiety on a subject, which 
it is plain that His Majesty contemplates with so much 
apprehension and uneasiness. I am sensible, moreover, 
of all the disadvantage of entering upon ^ he discussion 
of such a question, in a moment of so much difficulty 
and danger- It has often been my wish to find the 
means of postponing it. But the result of all my con- 
sideration has been, that an attempt to do " o would be 
fatal to the character of the Government, and would 
lead to its dissolution under circumstances still more 
disastrous than those which would follow such a result, 
if His Majesty were unfortunately compelled, by a sense 
of duty, to withhold his assent from the measure whicli 
may be submitted to him by his Ministers. 

I have written amidst too many interruptions and too 
hastily to enter fully into all the views presented by 
this important subject. But I was anxious to return an 
answer to your letter, and to put you in possession gene- 
rally of my feelings upon it. 

I am, &c. Grey. 


No. 46. 

Sir Herbert Taylor to Earl Grey. 

(Private.) Brighton, Jan. 16, 18.31. 

My dear Lord, — I have had the honour of communi- 
cating your Lordship’s letter of yesterday to the King, 
who ordered me to acquaint you, that he has taken ex- 
treme interest in the correspondence which has passed 
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on the subject of Eeform in Parliament, and all that is 
connected therewith ; and that it has been satisfactory 
to him to have thus early learnt your Lordship’s feel- 
ings upon the general question, before he was called* 
upon to take it into more formal consideration : That 
it had naturally engaged his anxious thoughts and at- 
tention ; and that he wished, as far as possible, to relieve 
his mind from the impressions made by early prejudices, 
and from the apprehensions raised by the opinions and 
reports occasionally conveyed to him, which might be 
more or less erroneous and unfounded. Your Lord- 
ship’s communications have gone far to allay these ap- 
prehensions ; they have proved in general satisfactory to 
His Majesty; and they have prepared his mind for the 
cool and deliberate consideration of the question, and 
for the discussion of its details. 

Tlis Majesty has authorised me to say, that he had 
felt convinced that your Lordship would have post- 
poned the question if you could have done so, and that 
he is satisfied of the correctness of your judgment in not 
attempting it. That he agrees with you that the mea- 
sure, to be useful, and to be secured, on its introduction, 
against a feeling of discontent which would press for 
furtlier concessions, must be effectual ; and aware as Ilis 
Majesty is of tlie nature and extent of the concessions 
which some of the advocates for Parliamentary Eeform 
are disposed to call for ; and sensible as he is of the 
confusion and destruction by which they would be fol- 
lowed, Ilis Majesty feels the importance of introducing 
the measure, if it must be introduced, as a measure 
of the Government, divested, as far as it may be pos- 
sible, of all that is calculated to deprive the Monarchy 
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of its legitimate liglits and attributes, in its iraniodiate 
or operation, to cramp the exercise of the 

executive poiyers and functions of the Goveriunent, • 
and to weaken tlie influence of the Aristocracy so essen- 
tial to the maintenance of both. His Majesty is unwil- 
ling to anticipate the details of the measure further than 
to observe, that a strong ground of objection would, in 
his view of it, be removed, if it be not intended to pro- 
pose that the duration of the period for which Members 
are returned shall be abridged, or that the number of 
Members be increased. 

The King tnists that the sentiments which he has 
authorised me to express are neitlicr unconstitutional 
nor arbitrary ; and that they do not betray anything 
like obstinate adlierence to prejudices which would be 
ill-suited to the times and to the circumstances under 
which he has been called to the sovereignty of tliis 
country. 

I have, «&c. II. Taylor. 


No. 40. 

Sir Ilerbert Taylor to Earl Grey. 

(Private.) Brighton, Jan. 10, 1831. 

My dear Lord, — I take the liberty of enclosing to 
your Lordship a letter, which General Wheatley has 
received from Mr. Dickie, and its enclo.sure, and of sub- 
mitting for your consideration, whether, as the money 
therein mentioned had accrued previous to His Majesty’s 
declaration to Parliament abandoning the liereditaiy 
rights from which it proceeds. His Majesty may not 



